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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination: Booby Pond 

Nature Reserve, Little Cayman 

 

The attached nomination, proposing that a privately owned parcel, one small Crown parcel and specific 

parts of a much larger Crown parcel adjacent to the Booby Pond Nature Reserve be made a Protected 

Area under Section 7 of the National Conservation Law, has been considered by the National 

Conservation Council. Council has resolved to advance this nomination. If Cabinet approves this 

proposal, the natural environment in these areas will be protected and managed according to a 

Management Plan to be developed under Section 10 of the Law. 

Subject to successful 

negotiation with the 

landowner and consent 

of the Cabinet, 

protection of these 

lands would close a 

significant gap in the 

protection of the 

nesting colony of Red-

footed Boobies and 

Magnificent Frigate-

birds, which are such 

an iconic feature of 

Little Cayman.  

 

The specific areas within the large Crown parcel contain small sub-population aggregations of the 

unique Little Cayman Land Snail, Cerion nanus, which will only survive if its very specific habitat areas 

are protected. These areas are in undeveloped places near existing government buildings, and are small 

enough in area that they should not unduly restrict expansion of government facilities as or when these 

may become needed. 

Much of the existing Booby Pond Nature Reserve is already a Protected Area under the National 

Conservation Law, as well as being protected by the National Trust for the Cayman Islands Law.   
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Protected Area Nomination 

Booby Pond Nature Reserve 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The nomination covers Crown and one privately owned parcel of land to the northwest of the 

existing Booby Pond Nature Reserve (which is already protected by the National Trust for the 

Cayman Islands, and in part a Protected Area under the National Conservation Law). The nominated 

lands include some mangrove/dry land transition in which Red-footed Booby nesting is currently 

occurring, and limestone flats embedded in dry shrubland which supports the endemic Little 

Cayman Land Snail. The nominated area is defined in the map below, and comprises all or part of 

the following parcels as indicated: 

 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

80A 44 Crown whole 

80A 15 Private whole 

80A 14 Crown part 

 
 
In the case of the Crown parcel 80A/14 the portions proposed for protection are the areas occupied 

by the critically endangered and endemic Little Cayman Land Snail, Cerion nanus, and a buffer to 

maintain the microclimate the snails depend on. Most of the parcel is not proposed for protection 

since the snails are highly localized, and the parcel is in use for Government facilities which may 

need to be expanded in the future. 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of these nominated lands will safeguard key habitats for endangered, 

threatened, and endemic species, as described below under “species of special concern”. NCL 

ref. 8 (1) (a) 

2.2  Protection of these nominated lands will safeguard habitats which are unique within the 

Cayman Islands, supporting long term maintenance of the biodiversity that depends on them. 

NCL ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of areas of special concern within these nominated lands will be essential to 

recovery of seabird populations that have lost habitat to recent hurricanes, and land snails that 

appear to be recovering from a past catastrophic event. NCL ref. 8 (1) (d) 

2.4 Protection of these nominated lands will help secure the seabird colony on Little 

Cayman containing Red-footed Booby and Magnificent Frigatebirds, which is the key attraction 

for the National Trust’s visitor centre and the most visible and internationally known above-
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water feature of the island. As such, it is one of the factors that draw visitors to Little Cayman. 

NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e, f) 

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.5 The nominated lands are predominantly in a natural state. Significant modifications 

associated with existing structures and access roads are excluded from the nominated parcels, 

and other modifications are extremely localized. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.6 The nominated lands support a significant diversity of life, especially since they span a 

range of different habitats. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.7 The nominated lands are of ecological importance in that they support species of special 

concern, as a result of their geographic position in relation to the Booby Pond. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.8  The nominated lands are of biogeograpic importance because they help to support a 

significant Magnificent Frigatebird breeding colony and the largest breeding colony of Red-

footed Boobies in the Caribbean. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (d) 

2.9  The nominated lands include species and habitats of scientific interest, notably related 

to the presence of the species of special concern listed below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (e) 

2.10  Management of the nominated lands is expected to be quite simple, and is outlined in 

“Management considerations” below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

2.11  The nominated lands offer a small but significant nature tourism opportunity, since 

habitat of the Little Cayman Land Snail that is nominated for protection is adjacent to the Spot 

Bay Road and offers potential for on-site and off-site interpretation. As the Red-footed Boobies 

nest closer and closer to the Spot Bay Road, the potential exists to place a live camera system on 

the nominated lands to display nesting Boobies in the National Trust visitor centre.  NCL Ref. 8 

(2) (h) 
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3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated lands: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Red-footed 
Booby 

Sula sula Seabird 

Part 1. 
Largest nesting 
colony in the 

region 

Nests in 
mangrove and 
dry forest trees 

Magnificent 
Frigatebird 

Fregata 
magnificens 

Seabird 

Part 1. 
Only nesting 

colony in 
Cayman Islands 

Nests in 
association 

with the 
Boobies 

Little Cayman 
Land Snail 

Cerion nanus Land Snail 

Part 1. 
Critically 

endangered, 
unique to Little 

Cayman 

Restricted to 
limestone flats 

glades 
downwind of 

wetlands 

Sister Isles Rock 
Iguana 

Cyclura nubila 
caymanensis 

Reptile 

Part 1. 
Subspecies is 

Critically 
Endangered and 

only found in 
the Sister Isles 

Establishes 
territories, uses 

rock holes as 
retreats and 

soil pockets for 
nesting 

Least Tern 
Sterna 

antillarum 
Seabird 

Part 1. 
Nationally 

endangered and 
globally 

threatened 
species 

Feeding and 
nesting 

 

4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

4.1  Feral cats are now abundant throughout Little Cayman, and have been observed in the 

Booby nesting colony where it is feared they may predate on Booby chicks. Management of the 

feral cat population on Little Cayman is a major conservation problem for the island as a whole, 

and proposals for this are beyond the scope of this nomination. 

4.2  The Little Cayman Land Snail requires some measures beyond protection of this 

nominated habitat. These measures should be set out in a Species Conservation Plan. 

4.3  The boundaries of the Red-footed Booby and Magnificent Frigatebird colonies are 

dynamic, and currently appear to be expanding westward in response to a loss of nesting 

habitat along the north shore of the Booby Pond. The nominated lands anticipate this current 
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change and provide a buffer into which the colony can expand. In the long term, it is impossible 

to predict how habitat change may lead to other changes in the nesting area of these birds. 

4.4  Special protective measures are required for the Little Cayman Land Snail, which as 

noted above should be addressed in a Species Conservation Plan. 

 

5. Management considerations 

The majority of the nominated lands will require almost no active management in the 

foreseeable future, beyond occasional site checks. Some protection of Little Cayman Land Snail 

colonies adjacent to public roads and developed areas may require localized fencing and 

signage, and a research and monitoring presence will be needed at times. Periodic monitoring of 

the Red-footed Booby nesting colony will need to be continued, in order to recognize any 

changes which may require a management response. 

The Booby Pond Nature Reserve is currently managed by the National Trust for the Cayman 

Islands, with the visitor centre being operated by the Trust’s Little Cayman District Committee. 

The DoE leads on monitoring of the seabird colony and associated research. 

The NTCI has formulated successive Management Plans for the Reserve, the most recent of 

which ran 2012-2015. A Management Plan under NCL 10 (1) is nonetheless now required for the 

parts of the Booby Pond Nature Reserve which are currently a Protected Area, and will need to 

cover the additional nominated lands should they become protected as here proposed. The 

expanded reserve should be managed as a unit, which will require the Management Plan to 

define management and enforcement responsibilities, directives, and management activities on 

lands both under Crown and NTCI ownership.  

The Protected Area portion of the Booby Pond Nature Reserve is registered as a wetland of 

international importance under the RAMSAR Convention. Consideration should be given to the 

possibility of expanding that RAMSAR designation to the entire site as expanded now and 

through the current nomination. 

 

 

 


