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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:  

Crown Wetland 82A/17, Little Cayman 

 

The attached nomination has been considered by the National Conservation Council, which has resolved 

to propose that this parcel of Crown land be made a Protected Area under Section 7 of the National 

Conservation Law. If Cabinet approves this proposal, the natural environment in the parcel will be 

protected and managed according to a Management Plan to be developed under Section 10 of the Law. 

The nominated land lies in the interior of Little Cayman, east of Olivine Kirk Drive and north of South 

Hole Sound and the Island’s only quarry. It is entirely in its original, natural state apart from one very 

small area (approximately 2,500 square feet) which projects south across an access track along the north 

lip of the quarry. This access is expected to remain open by agreement with the adjacent landowner. 

The majority of the parcel is wetland, with a core of Buttonwood wetland and surrounding areas of low-

lying rocky shrubland with seasonally flooded sinkholes with ferns. The area is being proposed for 

protection because it is critical to supporting the largest known population of the unique Little Cayman 

Land Snail, Cerion nanus, which occurs in the humid 

area immediately downwind of the wetland. Since this 

nomination was made, additional surveys of this area 

show that the Little Cayman Land Snails occupy a 

larger area than shown in the nomination, including 

part of the nominated Crown land as well as the 

adjacent land 82A/15Rem4. 

These tiny land snails (less than an inch long) are 

unique to Little Cayman, and are listed as Critically 

Endangered on the IUCN Red List, due to their 

extremely restricted distribution. They have been 

source of fascination to scientists since the 1800’s, and 

are a curious and completely unique part of Little 

Cayman’s natural heritage. 
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Protected Area Nomination 

Crown Wetland 82A/17 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The nomination comprises one Crown-owned parcel in central Little Cayman, which includes a 

wetland area that supplies essential humidity to a colony of the critically endangered Little Cayman 

Land Snail, Cerion nanus. This snail has recently been discovered to occupy land immediately to the 

southwest. The snail colony is southwest of the wetland, such that the prevailing dry season north-

easterly winds blow directly over and through the wetland, to the snail colony area. 

 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

82A 17 Crown whole 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of this nominated wetland is believed to be essential to the survival of the 

largest known population centre for a critically endangered, Part 1 species that is unique to 

Little Cayman. NCL ref. 8 (1) (a) 

2.2 Protection of this nominated wetland will assist in conservation and maintenance of the 

special biological and scientific values associated with the Little Cayman Land Snail. NCL Ref. 8 

(1) (e)  

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.3 The nominated land is almost entirely in a natural state. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.4 The nominated land supports a moderate diversity of life, including Buttonwood 

communities and xerophytic shrubland. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.5 The nominated land is of ecological importance in that it provides humidity that is 

essential to the Little Cayman Land Snail population downwind. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.6  The nominated land is, through its indirect effects on adjacent land, of national and 

international importance in supporting a unique component of Little Cayman and the world’s 

biodiversity. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (f) 

2.7  Essentially no management is expected to be required for the nominated land, in the 

foreseeable future. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

 

3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated land: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Little Cayman 
Land Snail 

Cerion nanus Land Snail 

Part 1. 
Critically 

endangered, 
endemic to Little 

Cayman 

Largest 
population 
cluster is 

dependent on 
humidity from 
this wetland 
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4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

The nominated land does not include the actual Little Cayman Land Snail colony, which (to the 

extent it has been mapped so far) is on private land immediately downwind of the nominated 

Crown wetland. A Conservation Agreement with the landowner of 82A/15Rem4 will be 

fundamental to the purpose of the protection of this nominated wetland. Initial discussions with 

the landowner indicate that the snail colony area can indeed be protected in this way. The 

southern tip of the nominated land is crossed by an un-surfaced road along the north margin of 

a quarry. The landowner is likely to wish to keep this road passable, which could be permitted as 

part of the same Conservation Agreement. 

 

5. Management considerations 

No other management considerations are evident at this time. The nominated land can be left 

to exist in its natural state, continuing to provide the local humidity resource that is its key 

known value. 

 

 


