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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:  

Lower Valley Forest, Grand Cayman 

 

The attached nomination, proposing that two areas of Crown land together with part of one privately 

owned parcel be made a Protected Area under Section 7 of the National Conservation Law, has been 

considered by the National Conservation Council. Council has resolved to advance this nomination. If the 

Landowner and Cabinet approve this proposal, the natural environment in this forest area will be 

protected and managed according to a Management Plan to be developed under Section 10 of the Law. 

The land proposed for protection is listed 

in the attached nomination. It forms the 

westernmost end of a narrow band of 

original dry forest that extents some half 

a mile eastwards.  

The forest is notable for a high density of 

wild Fig trees, which have and still may 

support a small population of the White-

shouldered Bat, Phyllops falcatus. Other 

endangered and endemic plants are 

present, and the forest flora is notably 

diverse. 

Additional lands to expand the Lower 

Valley Forest protected area may arise 

through future nominations and 

conservation agreements under the 

National Conservation Law. 
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Protected Area Nomination 

Lower Valley Forest 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

This nomination covers the northwest corner of an old-growth dry forest in the Lower Valley area, 

which is particularly of note as it is the only known habitat in the Cayman Islands for the White-

shouldered Bat, Phyllops falcatus. Protection of the entire forest will be advisable in time, but the 

current nomination only proposes immediate protection of a small area which is under threat. This 

nomination includes the forested areas of two small Crown parcels, and the small forested corner of 

a larger privately owned parcel as per the map below. 

 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

32B 268 Private part 

32D 296 Crown whole 

32D 297 Private part 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of these nominated lands will safeguard part of a habitat that is critical to an 

endangered Part 1 species, the White-shouldered Bat. NCL ref. 8 (1) (a) 

2.2  Protection of the nominated lands will begin a process which may lead in future to 

protection of the whole forest area, which is a representative and to some extent unique 

example of Grand Cayman’s dry forest habitat. NCL ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of the nominated lands will begin a process that may lead to recovery and 

maintenance of a currently small and fragile population of the White-shouldered Bat. NCL Ref. 8 

(1) (d) 

2.4  Protection of the nominated lands will begin protection of an area which is of special 

concern as the only remaining dry forest area in Lower Valley, and the only Cayman habitat for 

the White-shouldered Bat. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e) 
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Criteria for Protection 

2.5 The nominated lands are almost entirely in a natural state. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.6 The nominated lands support a very high diversity of life, especially of plants and birds. 

NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.7 The nominated lands are of ecological importance due to the scarcity of dry forest 

habitat remaining in the Lower Valley area. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.8  Management of the nominated lands will be simple and feasible initially and will evolve 

as and when more of the forest comes under protection. See Management Considerations 

below. NCL 8 (2) (g) 

 

3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated lands: 

 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

White-
shouldered Bat 

Phyllops falcatus Bat Part 1. 
Depends on the 

forest 

(no local name) 
Pisonia 

margaretae 
Shrub 

Part 1. 
Critically 

endangered 

Present in 
forest edge 

 

4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

4.1  The Lower Valley Forest is likely to suffer severe ecological damage from alien invasive 

Common Iguanas (Iguana iguana), if control measures are not effective in the area generally. 

The iguanas are particularly damaging to native fig trees whose fruits are the main component 

of the White-shouldered Bat’s diet. Control of this major invasive species problem is outside the 

scope of this nomination. 

4.2  The nominated land adjoins Agricultural facilities to the north, and man-modified 

pasture land to the south. Edge effects will be strong and can only be buffered by future 

protection of the substantial forest area to the east.  
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5. Management considerations 

The current nominated lands should not require management beyond boundary marking, and 

occasional monitoring. Management Planning should be scheduled when the protected area is 

expanded to the whole forest. 

 

 

 


