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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination: 

North Coast Wetlands, Little Cayman 

 

The attached nomination, proposing that the wetlands along the north coast of Little Cayman be made a 

Protected Area under Section 7 of the National Conservation Law, has been considered by the National 

Conservation Council. Council has resolved to advance this nomination. If Cabinet approves this 

proposal, the natural environment in these wetlands will be protected and managed according to a 

Management Plan to be developed under Section 10 of the Law.   

 

These wetlands support huge numbers of migrating waterfowl each year, providing quite a spectacle for 

birdwatchers who can view the bigger ponds from viewing platforms. The wetlands are also visually 

appealing, and are a key element of Little Cayman’s nature island experience. 
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Protected Area Nomination 

North Coastal Wetlands, Little Cayman 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The nomination comprises the Crown-owned ponds and mangrove wetlands from Jackson’s Pond 

east to the eastern cross-island road. These lie immediately inland of the coastal road, with the 

water bodies typically surrounded by Red Mangrove. Other mangrove species are present in the 

larger wetlands, especially around Jackson’s Pond and Seagrape Pond. The ponds are exceptionally 

important in seasonally supporting large numbers of migratory waterfowl.  

 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

82A 13 Crown whole 

87A 17 Crown whole 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of these nominated wetlands will safeguard extensive feeding habitat for a 

wide variety of migratory waterfowl species, and the West Indian Whistling Duck. NCL ref. 8 (1) 

(a) 

2.2  Protection of the nominated wetlands will safeguard habitat which is representative of 

Little Cayman’s coasts, supporting long term maintenance of the biodiversity that depends on 

them. NCL ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of the nominated wetlands will maintain its functions as a carbon reservoir, a 

food source for migratory waterfowl, and a hydrogeological buffer between the sea and the 

interior dry habitats. NCL ref. 8 (1) (c) 

2.4 Protection of the nominated wetlands will conserve the Jackson’s Pond wetland which is 

of strong cultural and recreational value in Little Cayman. Viewing platforms and information 
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signage is currently maintained by Government, providing a vantage point for observation of the 

large groups of feeding waterfowl. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e, f) 

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.5 The nominated wetlands are almost entirely in a natural state. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.6 The nominated wetlands support a significant diversity of life, especially waterfowl and 

aquatic fauna, and mangrove communities. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.7 The nominated wetlands are of ecological importance in that they support species of 

special concern, and help to support adjacent ecosystems. They are an exceptionally productive 

system, due to their size and the fact that they never dry out completely, and so they provide a 

substantial and reliable food source for resident and migratory waterfowl. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.8  The nominated wetlands are of international importance in that the living mangroves’ 

peat substrates are incrementally increasing carbon stores responding to rising sea level, and as 

such are assisting in global efforts to reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide accumulation. NCL Ref. 

8 (2) (f) 

2.9  Management of the nominated wetlands is expected to be quite simple, and is outlined 

in “Management considerations” below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

2.10  The nominated wetlands offer an ongoing nature tourism opportunity, thanks to the 

Jackson’s Pond viewing platform and the many natural viewing points along the road. As nature 

tourism in Little Cayman develops it is expected that Jackson Pond and the north coast will 

remain among the key sites of natural interest for visitors. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (h) 

 

3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated wetlands: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

West-Indian 
Whistling Duck 

Dendrocygna 
arborea 

Duck 

Part 1. 
Classified as 

Vulnerable on a 
regional scale. 

Foraging and 
reproduction 
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4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

Interior land east of Jackson’s Pond is landlocked by the continuous band of wetland. 

Consideration should be given to whether the management plan for this wetland should provide 

any mechanism for NCC to consider requests for easements through these wetlands, and if so, 

what reasonable limits to place on them. 

 

5. Management considerations 

Ongoing maintenance of the Jackson’s Pond and Seagrape Pond viewing platforms will be a 

management requirement. Otherwise the nominated wetlands will require minimal 

management beyond occasional road-based boundary monitoring. 

 

 

 


