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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:  

Preston Bay Shrublands and Ponds, Little Cayman 

 

The attached nomination has been considered by the National Conservation Council, which has resolved 

to propose that the four Crown parcels in this nomination be made a Protected Area under Section 7 of 

the National Conservation Law. If Cabinet approves this proposal, the natural environment of these 

parcels will be protected and managed according to a Management Plan to be developed under Section 

10 of the Law. 

The nomination consists of an area of Crown-owned dry shrubland in western Little Cayman, which is 

heavily utilized by Sister Isles Rock Iguanas. The iguanas nest communally on the Preston Bay beach 

ridge, adjacent to the main shrubland area but on the sea side of the coast road. This nesting colony is 

partially protected through National Trust ownership, and the Trust has installed a boardwalk for 

viewing the nesting area and accessing the beach. The main shrubland area is also adjacent to the 

Mahogany Bay subdivision, where the National Trust has also acquired and protected three parcels with 

nesting habitat for the iguanas. Protection of the shrubland area will therefore consolidate the Trust’s 

iguana nesting sites with habitat the iguanas use year-round for feeding and maintaining territories. 

Historically, this shrubland also supported a population of the unique Little Cayman Land Snail. This 

endangered species may still survive there, or could be restored there. 

Closely associated with the 

shrubland are three shallow 

brackish ponds, included in this 

nomination and also owned by 

Crown. The ponds are adjacent 

to the coast road and offer 

views of water birds such as 

Stilts, Whistling Duck, Egrets, 

and Teal. Curiously, one of the 

ponds also supports the Cayman 

Island’s only population of an 

annual Glasswort species which 

is more typically found in more 

northerly latitudes. 

  



January 2017 

Protected Area Nomination 

Preston Bay Shrubland and Ponds 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The nomination covers a series of three Crown-owned coastal ponds, and an area of undisturbed 

interior shrubland which together provide important habitat for Sister Islands Rock Iguanas, and a 

range of resident and migratory waterfowl. The land historically supported the Little Cayman Land 

Snail which may still survive there undetected to date. The nominated area connects National Trust 

properties on the coast and in an adjacent subdivision which were secured to provide nesting 

habitat for the rock iguanas. This nomination covers the following parcels: 

 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

77A 18 Crown whole 

77A 33 Crown whole 

78A 13 Crown whole 

78A 14 Crown whole 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of these nominated ponds and land will safeguard key habitats for 

endangered, threatened, and endemic species, as described below under “species of special 

concern”. NCL ref. 8 (1) (a) 

2.2  Protection of the nominated ponds and land will safeguard habitats which are 

representative of Little Cayman’s western shrublands, supporting long term maintenance of the 

biodiversity that depends on them. NCL ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of the nominated land will be beneficial to Little Cayman Land Snails that 

appear to be recovering from a past catastrophic event. NCL ref. 8 (1) (d) 

2.4 Protection of the nominated land will help secure the rock iguana population in western 

Little Cayman, making a key connection between nesting sites protected by the National Trust, 

and the land the iguanas need to establish and maintain year-round territories. The iguanas, and 

the coastal ponds in this area are all part of the natural draw that Little Cayman holds for both 

residents and visitors. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e, f) 

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.5 The nominated ponds and land are predominantly in a natural state. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.6 The nominated ponds and land support a significant diversity of life, especially since 

they span a range of different habitats. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.7 The nominated ponds and land are of ecological importance in that they support species 

of special concern, and span a range of habitats characteristic of western Little Cayman. NCL 

Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.8 The nominated ponds and land include species and habitats of scientific interest, 

notably related to the presence of the species of special concern listed below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (e) 

2.9  Management of the nominated ponds and land is expected to be quite simple, and is 

outlined in “Management considerations” below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

2.10  The nominated ponds and land offer a small but significant nature tourism opportunity, 

since they adjoin the National Trust’s Preston Bay boardwalk through rock iguana nesting 

habitat, protecting a natural landscape that will help maintain this area’s appeal.  NCL Ref. 8 (2) 

(h) 
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3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated ponds and land: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Sister Islands 
Rock Iguana 

Cyclura nubila Reptile 

Part 1. 
Subspecies is 

Critically 
Endangered and 

only found in 
the Sister Isles 

Establishes 
territories, uses 

rock holes as 
retreats 

Little Cayman 
Land Snail 

Cerion nanus Land Snail 

Part 1. 
Critically 

endangered, 
unique to Little 

Cayman 

Restricted to 
limestone 

glades 
downwind of 

wetlands 

Glasswort 
Salicornia 
bigelovii 

Halophyte 

Part 2.  
The only known 
occurrence of 
this species in 
the Cayman 

Islands 

Annual species 
growing 

seasonally in 
Preston Bay 

pond 

West Indian 
Whistling-duck 

Dendrocygna 
arborea 

Duck 

Part 1. 
Nationally 

endangered and 
globally 

threatened 
species 

Foraging 

 

4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

4.1  Feral cats are now abundant throughout Little Cayman, and are known to predate native 

wildlife, particularly Rock Iguana hatchlings. Management of the feral cat population on Little 

Cayman is a major conservation problem for the island as a whole, and proposals for this are 

beyond the scope of this nomination. 

4.2  The Little Cayman Land Snail requires some measures that may involve protection of 

this nominated habitat. These measures should be set out in a Species Conservation Plan. 

4.3  Rock Iguanas crossing the coastal road (between the protected shrubland and the 

Preston Bay nesting site) are vulnerable to vehicles. Traffic calming measures in this area will be 

beneficial. 
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5. Management considerations 

Very little active management is expected to be necessary for this nominated area. In event of 

future new road development in western Little Cayman, or widening of the existing coastal road, 

measures may be needed to avoid unnecessary impacts on the protected ponds and land. 

 

 

 

 

 


