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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:  

Salt Creek Mangroves, Grand Cayman 

 

This single Crown parcel lies on the North shore of Salt Creek, with shore front also facing North 

Sound, and Little Salt Creek to the North. MRCU dyke roads within the parcel provide a framework 

which could be adapted to help make this area an important natural recreational area, with 

opportunities for walking, running, shallow water snorkeling and kayaking. 

The West Bay Peninsula is becoming an extremely developed area, and if the Salt Creek mangroves 

are protected they will end up as a small natural oasis within a largely urban landscape. It will 

become increasingly valued by local communities as a place to reconnect with and enjoy the island’s 

natural environment. 

 



January 2017 

Protected Area Nomination 

Salt Creek Mangroves 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The nomination covers two Crown-owned parcels of land lying between Salt Creek and Little Salt 

Creek, on Grand Cayman’s West Bay Peninsula. The land includes mangrove communities, dry cay 

areas, and a small segment of rocky shrubland on the coast facing North Sound. MRCU dyke roads 

and associated canals provide access at this time. The area is notable as an oasis of Crown land in a 

largely natural state, surrounded by property that has been, or is soon scheduled to be converted 

into artificial landscapes. 

 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

10A 43Rem2 Crown whole 

10A 227 Crown whole 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of these nominated lands will safeguard an island of natural habitat of value 

to resident and migratory birds. NCL ref. 8 (1) (a) 

2.2  The nominated parcel is large enough to constitute a representative example of a range 

of habitats that are characteristic of Grand Cayman’s West Bay Peninsula, and which are in the 

process of being converted on a large scale for human uses. NCL ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of the nominated land will help maintain mangrove nutrient flows essential 

to the productivity of North Sound, which will benefit sustainable harvest of marine life for 

human recreation and consumption. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (c) 

2.4  Protection of the nominated land will offer potential for the resident public to enjoy the 

recreational, ecological and aesthetic values of this area, and also offers potential for 

sustainable nature tourism activity. NCL ref. 8 (1) (e,f) 
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Criteria for Protection 

2.5 The nominated lands are predominantly in a natural state, though fragmented by MRCU 

dyke roads and canals. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.6 The nominated land supports a significant diversity of life, especially since it spans a 

range of different habitats including both terrestrial and marine species. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.7 The nominated lands are of ecological importance due to the life-supporting role for 

marine life in North Sound. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.8  Management of the nominated lands is expected to be moderately complex but 

feasible, and is outlined in “Management considerations” below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

2.9  The nominated lands offer a significant nature tourism opportunity. The extent to which 

this can be further developed will depend on any cooperative agreements that may be made 

with the owner of the adjoining parcel 10A/192, which contains a small natural mangrove 

channel opening into Little Salt Creek, which would be ideal for kayak and snorkeling access.  

NCL Ref. 8 (2) (h) 

 

3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated lands: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Grand Cayman 
Parrot 

Amazona 
leucocephala 
caymanensis 

Parrot Part 1 Foraging 

Mosquitofish 
Gambusia 

xanthosoma 
Brackish water 

fish 
Part 2. 

Endemic 

Restricted to 
Red Mangrove 

fringes of North 
Sound 

 

4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

4.1  Invasive Common (Green) Iguanas, Iguana iguana, are present in the area as throughout 

Grand Cayman, and pose extremely serious threats to natural ecosystems. Control measures for 

this alien invasive species are outside the scope of this nomination. 

4.2  MRCU dyke roads provide an easy access for ingress of other alien invasive species, 

including feral cats, free-roaming dogs, and a variety of invasive plants. No immediate solution is 

evident at this time. 
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5. Management considerations 

Management of the Salt Creek mangroves is inherently quite simple, but is liable to be heavily 

influenced by surrounding land use changes. Securing public access to the land in the long term 

will be essential to its viability as a recreational area for residents and tourists. 

A Conservation Agreement with the owner of 10A/192 would be beneficial to the potential of 

the area for public enjoyment. 

It is possible that maximizing the potential of this area both for biodiversity conservation and for 

its recreational value, would best be achieved in close cooperation with surrounding 

development interests, whose future inhabitants may be among the primary users of the 

protected land. 

 

 

 


