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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:  

Western Crown Mangrove Cays, Grand Cayman 

 

The attached nomination has been considered by the National Conservation Council, which has resolved 

to propose that five Crown-owned mangrove cays along the West side of North Sound be made a 

Protected Area under Section 7 of the National Conservation Law. If Cabinet approves this proposal, the 

natural environment in these wetlands will be protected and managed according to a Management Plan 

to be developed under Section 10 of the Law. 

These mangrove cays hug the East coastline of the West Bay Peninsula, where large expanses of 

mangrove wetlands have been converted for human uses. The cays are taking on ever increasing 

importance as the remnant fragments of coastal mangroves that still survive in the area. They provide 

precious fish nursery habitat in the red mangrove root system, and export nutrients into North Sound. 

Some cays have historically served as communal roosting sites for Egrets and Frigatebirds, and may do 

so again. 
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Protected Area Nomination 

Western Crown Mangrove Cays, 

Grand Cayman 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The nomination covers a series of small Crown-owned mangrove cays along the western coast of 

North Sound, including the parcels listed below plus any portions of these cays which have grown 

outside the currently mapped parcel boundaries, and associated smaller mangrove islets as per the 

map below. Mangrove islands without parcel numbers which are currently being surveyed between 

12D/81 and 12D/366 are included, and also shown on the map below. 

 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

10A 32 Crown whole 

11C 23 Crown whole 

12C 362 Crown whole 

12C 366 Crown whole 

12D 81 Crown whole 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of these nominated lands will safeguard islands of natural habitat of value to 

resident and migratory birds. NCL ref. 8 (1) (a) 

2.2  The nominated islands together constitute a representative example of tidal mangrove 

habitat that are characteristic of Grand Cayman’s West Bay Peninsula, and which is in the 

process of being converted on a large scale for human uses. NCL ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of the nominated islands will help maintain mangrove nutrient flows 

essential to the productivity of North Sound, which will benefit sustainable harvest of marine life 

for human recreation and consumption. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (c) 

2.4  Protection of the nominated islands will secure their ability to expand and recover from 

losses from recent hurricanes, thus allowing for regeneration of mangroves in an area which is 

of special concern for Herons, Egrets, Frigatebirds, and the marine life of North Sound. NCL Ref. 

8 (1) (d) 

2.5  Protection of the mangrove islands will secure their ecological and aesthetic value. NCL 

Ref. 8 (1) (e) 

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.6 The nominated islands are almost entirely in a natural state. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.7 The nominated islands support a significant diversity of life, including marine life that 

shelters in the Red Mangrove roots, and birds which roost in the tree canopies. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.8 The nominated islands are of ecological importance due to the life-supporting role for 

marine life in North Sound. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.9  Management of the nominated islands will be straightforward and will require minimal 

resources (see Management Considerations below). NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

2.10  Birds such as Herons, Egrets and Frigatebirds roosting on the mangrove islands adds 

significantly to the nature tourism values on North Sound.  NCL Ref. 8 (2) (h) 
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3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated lands: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Magnificent 
Frigatebird 

Fregata 
magnificens 

Seabird Part 1 
Has roosted at 
night habitually 

on one cay 

Mosquitofish 
Gambusia 

xanthosoma 
Brackish water 

fish 
Part 2. 

Endemic 

Restricted to 
Red Mangrove 

fringes of North 
Sound 

 

4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

None known at present. 

 

5. Management considerations 

Management of the western Crown mangrove cays, once protected, need only involve 

occasional monitoring, and some public education and awareness measures. 


