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Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:  

Barkers, Grand Cayman 

 

A proposal for protection of all Crown-owned lands in the Barkers Peninsula was recommended by the 

National Conservation Council and approved by Cabinet in May 2017. Crown land in Barkers was 

predominantly acquired before the passage of the National Conservation Law (NCL), for the purposes of 

establishing the “Barkers National Park”. With the NCL now in effect, the Barkers National Park concept 

can begin to be carried forward within a legal framework. 

In 2017 two additional parcels of land transitioned to Crown ownership, and the current nomination 

proposes adding these two parcels to the existing protected area. 

 

Barkers has a long history of public recreational activity on privately owned land, and is valued as a 

recreational area by the residents of West Bay, and the island as a whole. In recent years commercial 
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operations, including horse riding tours and kite surf training, have also been using the Barkers area. 

Easter camping in Barkers is a culturally important annual tradition. 

Adjacent to a Marine Protected Area (Replenishment Zone), the Barkers beach ridge supports one of the 

last substantial coastal sand forests remaining in Grand Cayman. The high sand ridge supports a diversity 

of tree species including Ironwood, Bull Thatch, Broadleaf, Silver Thatch, Washwood and Mahogany, 

with an understory of Cocoplum and other shrubs. A Cerion land snail endemic to Grand Cayman is 

associated with the forest, while an endemic butterfly breeds in the glasswort flats where the beach 

ridge transitions to mangroves.   

The interior of the Barkers Peninsula is wetland, supporting several distinct mangrove communities. 

Ponds including Sea Pond and Palmetto Pond are valuable for water birds and an endemic brackish 

water fish. The shallow water immediately off the south coast of the peninsula is an important shark 

nursery, and the mangroves release valuable nutrients into the North Sound ecosystem. 

Protection of coastal forest and wetland in the Barkers peninsula, with a management plan developed in 

consultation with the community and all stakeholders, should allow for continued public enjoyment of 

the area without further environmental degradation from unmanaged activity. 
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Protected Area Nomination 

Barkers National Park (additional parcels) 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The nomination covers two parcels of Crown land within the original conceptual area for the Barkers 

National Park: 

Block Parcel Ownership Portion of parcel 

16A 13 Crown whole 

16A 14 Crown whole 

 
 
The nominated area is predominantly mangrove wetland, saltwort flats and saline pond including 
part of Palmetto Pond. The north boundary of the nominated parcels is adjacent to a Marine Parks 
Replenishment Zone. In the map below, areas in green depict the exiting protected area, with the 
additional parcels now nominated in yellow. 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of these nominated lands will safeguard key habitats for resident and 

migratory water birds, and for endangered and endemic species as listed below under “species 

of special concern”. NCL ref. 8 (1) (a) 

2.2  Protection of these nominated lands will safeguard habitats which are representative of 

mangrove habitat along the western and southern shores of North Sound, which overall have 

suffered extensive loss. Protecting the Barkers mangrove interface with North Sound will help 

towards long term maintenance of the marine and terrestrial biodiversity that depends on this 

habitat. NCL ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of the nominated land will help maintain mangrove nutrient flows essential 

to the productivity of North Sound, which will benefit sustainable harvest of marine life for 

human recreation and consumption. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (c) 

2.4  Protection of areas of special concern within these nominated lands may assist recovery 

of an endemic butterfly population whose area of special concern lies partly within the 

nominated area. NCL ref. 8 (1) (d) 

2.5 Protection of these nominated lands will secure part of an area traditionally used by the 

public for a wide range of recreational activities, including camping, fishing, kite surfing, 

snorkeling, walking and running, horse riding and bird watching. It is also a significant nature 

tourism resource. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e, f) 

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.6 The nominated lands are predominantly in a natural state, though fragmented by MRCU 

dyke roads and canals, and other un-surfaced tracks. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.7 The nominated lands support a significant diversity of life, especially since they span a 

range of different habitats including both terrestrial and marine species. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.8 The nominated lands are of ecological importance in that they support species of special 

concern, and because they provide a life-supporting role for marine life in North Sound. The 

mangroves also help to stabilize the shoreline during storms and hurricanes. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.9  The nominated lands include species and habitats of scientific interest, notably related 

to the presence of the species of special concern listed below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (e) 
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2.10  Management of the nominated lands is expected to be complex but feasible, and is 

outlined in “Management considerations” below. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

2.11  The nominated lands offer a significant nature tourism opportunity, which is already 

being realized to a significant degree. The extent to which this can be further developed will 

depend on any cooperative agreements that may be made with the other main landowner in 

the area.  NCL Ref. 8 (2) (h) 

 

3. Species of special concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

nominated lands specifically (not the Barkers area generally): 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Pygmy Blue 
Butterfly 

Brephidium exilis 
thompsoni 

Butterfly 
Part 1. 

Extremely 
habitat specific 

Depends on 
Saltwort 
marshes 

Mosquitofish 
Limia 

caymanensis 
Brackish water 

fish 
Part 2.  

Endemic 

Former major 
population in 

Sea Pond 

Mosquitofish 
Gambusia 

xanthosoma 
Brackish water 

fish 
Part 2. 

Endemic 

Restricted to 
Red Mangrove 

fringes of North 
Sound 

White Land 
Crab 

Cardisoma 
guanhumi 

Crab 
 

Part 2. 
 

Burrows in 
dyke road 
margins 

Washwood 
Jacquinia 
keyensis 

Shrub 
Part 2 

Critically 
Endangered 

Grows on 
beach ridge 
and dry cays 

Glasswort 
Salicornia 
perennis 

Salt-tolerant 
succulent 

Part 2 
Open saline 

flats: host plant 
for Pygmy Blue 

 

4. Conservation problems and special protective measures required 

4.1  Invasive Common (Green) Iguanas, Iguana iguana, are present in the Barkers area as 

throughout Grand Cayman, and pose extremely serious threats to natural ecosystems. Control 

measures for this alien invasive species are outside the scope of this nomination. 

4.2  MRCU dyke roads provide an easy access for ingress of other alien invasive species, 

including feral cats, free-roaming dogs, and a variety of invasive plants. No immediate solution is 

evident at this time. 
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4.3  Casuarina equisetifolia, the alien and invasive Australian Pine, has invaded some of the 

man-modified areas within the nominated lands. Local eradication will require short term 

removal followed by annual seedling removal for a number of years. 

4.4  The Pygmy Blue Butterfly depends on a habitat which is scarce in the nominated area, 

and fragile to trampling by humans and horses. The distribution of the host plant must be 

mapped in detail, and measures taken to protect it from physical disturbance. 

 

5. Management considerations 

Management of the Barkers National Park as a holistic entity is liable to be complex because it 

involves a variety of stakeholders, including established nature tourism businesses, a majority 

landowner, the Mosquito Research and Control Unit, and currently un-managed use by the 

general public. 

The extent to which the Department of Environment’s vision for the establishment and 

management of the Barkers National Park can be realized depends primarily on any cooperative 

agreements that may be possible with the private company which owns almost all the area of 

the proposed Park which is not Crown. 

 

 

 

 


