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10 November 2016 

Screening Opinion for Proposed Airport Connector Road – Ministry PLAHI 

Prepared by the Department of Environment for the National Conservation Council 

 

The National Conservation Council’s (NCC) Directive for Environmental Impact Assessments issued 
under section 3(12)(j) and which has effect under section 43(2)(c) of the National Conservation Law 
(NCL), notes that all activities listed in Schedule 1 will be considered against the screening criteria 
outlined in sections 1 to 3 of Schedule 1 of the Directive to determine whether an EIA may be 
required. These screening criteria are:  the type and characteristics of development, the location of 
the development and the characteristics of the potential impacts. 

The proposed project is for the proposed gazettal under Section 3 Roads Law of a proposed Airport 
Connector Road (ACR), extending from the Esterley Tibbets Highway (immediately to the north of 
the George Town Landfill) to the airport (see attached plan, dated 20 October 2016). 

Having considered the proposal and accompanying justification as detailed in the email from the 
Ministry of PLAHI dated 20 October 2016 against the screening criteria outlined above, the 
Department of Environment (DoE) is of the opinion that the proposed ACR does not require an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) based on the following factors: 

1. The proposed ACR is approximately 2 miles long and 1.2 miles of this will be built on heavily 
man-modified land with limited or no ecological value. There are two portions of the ACR 
which will pass over ecologically and hydrologically important wetland habitat, as detailed 
below: 
a) Approximately 0.5 miles to the north of the George Town Landfill and the MRCU dyke 

road which runs from Esterley Tibbetts Highway to the North Sound. This land has 
already been the subject of a planning approval for Low Density Residential 
development and has been fragmented to some degree by the existing MRCU canals 
which intersect the proposed road alignment.  

b)  Approximately 0.3 miles which links North Sound Road to the George Town Industrial 
Estate. This section is sited on undisturbed tidally flooded mangrove wetland which is of 
high ecological and hydrological value and importance, with the eastern portion of the 
land (unaffected by the road alignment) designated as Mangrove Buffer Zone in the 
Development Plan (1997). However, the scale of impact is not such that it would warrant 
an EIA simply for this portion.  

Notwithstanding the above, the DoE recommends that prior to construction of the road a 
hydrological assessment is undertaken. Given the urban nature of the land surrounding the affected 
mangrove wetlands, there is a reasonable likelihood that the mangroves which are bisected by the 
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proposed road are providing a drainage function and therefore the road will need to be engineered 
appropriately to ensure that impounded water does not cause flooding in the industrial estate or the 
wider area generally. The assessment should evaluate the impacts associated with changes to the 
hydrology and drainage patterns of the area, and a flood risk assessment for the developed areas 
along the road corridor, with identification of any potential measures to avoid, minimise or mitigate 
impacts. 

After considering the Screening Opinion detailed above, the NCC is required to issue its decision to 
the originating entity on the requirement for an EIA, pursuant to Section 43 (1). 


