Fishing Line Cleanup Guidelines

In the Cayman Islands, entanglement in lost and discarded fishing line 1s one of the leading causes of
severe injury and death for turtles. Entangled turtles die from injuries caused by loops of line tightening arcund
their neck or fhppers or drown when they cannot break lines to reach the surface. Here's how to prevent entangle-
ments by removing line from the marine environment:

o (arry scissors or a dive knife to cut lines (scissors are more efficient and safer than knives). Make sure your

tools are strong and sharp.

e (ut fishing line rather than pulling it, in order to avoid injuring your hands and damaging any corals and
sponges that mught be tangled in the line. If line has grown into corals and sponges don' try to pull it out —

just cut any loose line on etther side.
o (_utthe line into manageable sections and coil 1t as you extract it to avoid getting tangled.

e Ifyou are snorkeling, be ready to let the line locse as you go back to the surface to avoid pulling 1t You can

pick it up again when you dive back down.

o [Hooks can still be attached to the line, so be careful while retrieving the line and also when transporting it (a

solid bag or contaimner for sharp objects may be useful).

e Ifyou find a turtle tangled in fishing line, please call DoE as socon as possible. If the turtle 1s found underwater,
cut it free immediately to avoid drowning. If additional line 1s tightly wrapped arcund the flippers or neck
(cutting into the flesh) it is best for a veterinarian to remove it and treat the turtle. Because turtles are a protect-

ed spectes, Dol should be called before transporting the turtle in a boat or vehicle.

e Thanks for your helpl

Questions General inquires:

? 949-8469 or emnail DoE@ o0&y
Comments _

5 Injured or dead turtles:

938-NEST (938-6378) or 916-4271

Suggestions?




