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On July 25-29, BirdsCaribbean held their
20th international meeting in Kingston
Jamaica, themed Birds – Connecting
Communities and Conservation.
Every two years this NGO attracts bird
educators,
conservationists
and
scientists from all over the Caribbean to
share research, work experience, and
observations. Over 220 international
and local delegates participated in July,
making it the largest conservation
conference held in the Caribbean in
recent years.
At this year’s meeting the Cayman
Islands were represented by the TRU’s
Jane Haakonsson and Jessica Harvey,
the National Trust’s Paul Watler and
Stuart Mailer together with Christine
Rose-Smyth
of
the
National
Conservation Council. All delegates
enjoyed workshops, fieldtrips, panel
discussions and over 120 presentations.
Some topics included seabird tracking,
the role of birds as pest control on
coffee farms, photography as a tool in
conservation, capacity building, citizen
science and fundraising to mention but
a few. Field trips went to Hope Gardens
and Hope Gardens Zoo, Goat Islands,
Cockpit Country, Portland and the Blue
and John Crow Mountains National
Park. The TRU enjoyed seeing several
endemic Jamaican birds including the
Jamaican tody (Todus todus), the
Jamaican oriole (Icterus leucopteryx)
and the stunning red-billed streamertail
(Trochilus polytmus) on the front page.
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TRU presented on our ongoing
population status assessments of Grand
Cayman and Cayman Brac parrots
(Amazona leucocephala and A. l.
hesterna) and the red-legged thrush
(Turdus plumbeus coryi) from 2008 to
2015. This research was carried out in
conjunction with Dr. Frank Rivera-Milan
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service who
also presented on the illegal hunting of
pigeons in Puerto Rico and distance
sampling survey and abundance of
critically endangered doves. Cayman’s
participation in a multi-island study of
the white-crown pigeon (Patagioenas
leucocephala) using satellite tracking
technology was also presented by
international colleagues.
Endemic forest birds are threatened
around the world. Locally, the Grand
Cayman Thrush went extinct sometime
after 1938 and our subspecies of
Jamaican Oriole as recently as 1967.

“The DoE collects long-term data on
important bird populations to help
inform management decisions, allowing
us to lead by example among other
countries in the region” explained Jane
Haakonsson in a recent press release.
The conference was also a rare
opportunity
to
network
with
international colleagues to create the
basis for future collaborations. TRU
visited the Jamaican iguana (Cyclura
collei) headstart facility in Hope Zoo and
met staff directly involved with the
husbandry and recovery of this species.
The exchange of notes and experience
from the successful Blue Iguana (Cyclura
lewisi) Recovery Programme (BIRP)
proved extremely beneficial to staff in
jam

Jessica getting very
excited about
seeing her first
tody at Ecclesdown
Road in the John
Crow Mountains.
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Based on Kinsey’s recent visit to the
Cayman Islands, two locations have

Jamaica. BIRP, in turn, benefits from
potentially having experienced field
staff from Jamaica visit Grand Cayman
during annual events such as population
assessments and health screenings.
With more than 80,000 local people
participating
in
BirdsCaribbean
programmes each year, this NGO
greatly facilitates working groups
throughout the Caribbean. We are all
striving towards the same goals
throughout

and face very similar issues.
Thanks ever so much to BirdsCaribbean
for sponsoring TRU’s participation, we
very much hope to be a part of the next
meeting in Cuba 2017. You can learn
more at www.birdscaribbean.org or find
“Birds Caribbean” on Facebook and on
Twitter @BirdsCaribbean.
Also see the landscape article (page 7)
for more resources and Cayman27.

A team of conference delegates met at the Jamaican Iguana recovery programme with staff from
the Hope Zoo and from the National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA).
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CUC helps migrating birds

Some of you may remember the flock of
flamingoes that collided with power
lines along Malportas pond, Northside,
last October. This year, TRU wanted to
pre-empt further bird mortalities
brought on by weather systems during
the peak migration season.
Large as well as small birds are at risk
when in close proximity to high and
medium voltage power lines. The risk is
collision or electrocution or both. Birds
may fly into power lines accidentally,
either because they do not see them at
all, or because they see them too late to
react; this is a particular issue for large
species that cannot change direction
quickly.

The best way of mitigating this risk is,
naturally, by burying or isolating the
lines under ground, however, this is
extremely costly and time consuming.
Another option is to make the existing
lines more visible to the birds, especially
when they come in to the island to land
during stormy nights.
Increasing power line visibility by
marking them is therefore frequently
proposed as a way of reducing collision
induced mortalities without the need to
remove
earth
wires
or
bury
transmission wires. A total of eight
studies and two literature reviews from
across the world found that marking
power lines led to significant reductions

A team of CUC staff met along the approximate 2 mile stretch of road north of Malportas pond and
installed aerial marking balls to prevent future bird mortalities.
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in bird collision mortalities (Williams et
al., 2013). In fact, aerial marking balls
and reflective tape can reduce
mortalities caused by power lines up to
80% .
Malportas Pond is one of our few
remaining ponds on Grand Cayman and
it serves an important function as stopover and feeding grounds for migrating
birds from all over the region. It also
provides important habitat for resident
birds, such as herons , egrets and ducks.
When alerted to the risk of power lines
along this stretch, Cindy Powell and
Gary Whittaker from CUC put together
a team of staff to install red aerial
markers and reflective tape along the
lines. than ever.

The markers were installed at 100m.
(328 feet) intervals and staggered to
appear more closely spaced. 14 markers
were put up and covered the entire
length of the northern border of the
pond where the flamingo incident took
place last year.
TRU would like to extend a big thank
you to everyone at CUC who assisted in
this project. A little can go a long way
and hopefully we will be visited by
flamingoes again in the near future.
Thank you CUC -We TRUly appreciate it!
See also Cayman27.
Reference:

Williams et. al. (2013). Chapter 7: Threat:
Transportation and Service Corridors in Bird
Conservation,
155-159.
Synopses
of
Conservation Evidence, Volume 2.

CUC staff Darren Ebanks and Albert McLean met with Jane from TRU to ensure the aerial markers
were installed to optimize the effect on birds.
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Cayman Friendly Landscaping
Cayman is home to a great variety of
beautiful native plants, from majestic
palms to flowering trees and shrubs.
The Cayman Islands enjoy a tropical
climate, not without its challenges and
seasonally changing
environmental
conditions, with risks of natural
disasters such as hurricanes.
Landscaping has a long history in the
Cayman Islands. Most well-known,
perhaps, are the carefully organized
sand yards in front of old Caymanian
style houses and modern groomed
landscaping is today seen around most
major developments. The importance of
plants is recognized throughout history:
the thatch palms (Coccothrinax
proctorii) used for rope-making
contributed
significantly
to
the
economic prosperity of Grand Cayman,
as did the plopnut (Thespesia populnea)
and mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni)
trees as important boat-building trees,
especially for the old cat-boats.
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Social traditions in Cayman include
native plants acting as pantry and
medicine resources for minor aches and
pains. Some trees have even served as
social gathering places, such as the
shade of the almond tree serving as a
forum for families to gather, tell stories
and enjoy each other’s company.
Finally, trees and plants also serve
important environmental functions,
acting as storm barriers along the coast,
or as a home for unique and protected
wildlife like our native birds.

The Julius Rankine Caymanian house and heritage garden in the QEII Botanic Park includes a variety of
plants believed to have medicinal powers such as the Capparis cynophallophora (headache bush) &
Ruellia tuberosa (heart bush). Photos : http://www.caymanflora.org/QEIIflora/ge_list/medi_lst.html
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Whether you are a homeowner or a
commercial
developer, you
are
encouraged to plant or retain native
vegetation, not because you are in
desperate need of a cat-boat, a silverthatch rope or a tea to make your
headache go away, but because the
native “bush” provides so much more
than that.
Naturally occurring vegetation requires
minimal maintenance and care and as
such provides a very cost-effective
option over importing and planting
exotic species which need additional
nutrients and constant care. You save
money on:
•
•
•
•

Water
Supplements
Gardeners
Even on your electricity bills due
to the benefit of shade cooling
down your house

Cayman’s plants are resistant to
frequent storms and most can endure
high salinity levels. Importing less exotic
plants also reduces associated risks of
introducing invasive species to the
islands.
Native vegetation reduces the use of
pesticides and improve the ground
water quality, it prevents soil erosion on
your property and it reduces storm
water run-off. Retaining vegetation
further helps reduce the individual
carbon footprint as plants absorb
carbon from the atmosphere and
convert it to oxygen thus reducing the
amount of carbon dioxide released into
the atmosphere.
Because native vegetation is often that
much more attractive to wildlife, you
will also enjoy native birds as well as an
aesthetically pleasing and clean
environment for you and your family.

shocking

Spanish elm (Cordia gerascanthus), wild fig tree (Ficus aurea) and a Julia butterfly (Dryas iulia) all
create a magical native garden to explore. Photos from: http://www.botanic-park.ky/photo-gallery/
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So before clearing land to create a
“clean slate” for a landscape design
(which on Grand Cayman requires
planning permission), consider a plan to
retain as much native vegetation as
possible. Alternatively, you can restore
native vegetation if the land has already
been cleared or man-modified. In this
latter instance it is important to identify:

There is a lot of literature on Cayman’s
native flora such as the Flora of the
Cayman Islands by George Proctor, Wild
Trees of the Cayman Islands and
Threatened plants of the Cayman
Islands: Red List by Frederic Burton.
These books can guide any gardening
enthusiast to help identify the valuable
native plants in your garden.

a) the ecosystem the property may be
located in
b) the type of soil available at the site
(not withstanding modern advances
in soil remediation)
c) the purpose of the landscaped area
i.e. It’s intended use or anticipated
derived benefit

Alternatively, you can seek professional
assistance from local nurseries to
identify native trees for retention or get
ideas to restore your land to reflect a
sustainable, truly Caymanian, way of
life. BirdsCaribbean has provided the
following habitat restoration article and
native plant resource.

shocking

Example of beautifully arranged native and endemic landscaping in the QEII Botanic Park.
Photo from: http://www.botanic-park.ky/photo-gallery/

Flicker Bulletin # 22– OCT / NOV 2015

KNOW YOUR NATIVES
Whitewood

Whitewood (Tabebuia heterophylla),
also known as “Poui”, is a small native
tree or shrub found throughout the
Greater Antilles and the Virgin Islands. It
is listed as endangered in all three of
the Cayman Islands and is commonly
found in rocky forests.
Whitewood is easily recognized by its
beautiful pink flowers with a pale yellow
tract inside. Whitewood grows into
small striking trees, up to 5 meters (16
ft. 5 in.) tall and have straight, narrow
trunks with rough bark. More often
than not, the trunk will be covered in
white and black patches of lichen which
gives it a distinct appearance.

It is also the only native tree with 5
leaflets on each leaf stalk and most of
the leaves drop at the end of the dry
season, making this tree partially
deciduous.
The whitewood is of significant cultural
value as the wood was used for the
construction of cat-boats and schooners
and the smaller branches were popular
choices for slingshots. The flowers are
readily eaten by the endemic Blue
Iguana and the trees are an attractive
choice for landscaping as fresh seeds
are easy to propagate. As with all other
native trees, they are easy and cheap to
maintain and sustain the local climate.

Whitewood trees are used as ornamental trees in the DoE parking lot, the flowers display their pink
exterior and pale yellow tract and the tree can be easily recognized by its five radiating leaflets.
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