BIMONTHLY BULLETIN of the CAYMAN ISLANDS
DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT ‘S
TERRESTRIAL RESOURCES UNIT

APRIL
IS EARTH MONTH!
While every day is Earth Day for the
Department of Environment, the
Terrestrial Research Unit is delighted to
see all the Earth Month and Earth Day
activities scheduled throughout Cayman
this year!

April 22, 1970 marked the first ever
Earth Day which allowed the creation
of the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act,
Endangered Species Act and many
other groundbreaking environmental
laws to follow suit.

The Earth Month NetworkTM and the
Earth
Day
Network
are
two
organizations founded on the principal
of being non-political and with the idea
to broaden and diversify the
environmental movement worldwide.
They aim to mobilize this movement as
the most effective vehicle to build a
healthy,
sustainable
environment,
address climate change, and protect the
Earth for future generations.

Twenty years later, Earth Day went
global and lifted environmental issues
onto the world stage. More than 1
billion people now participate in Earth
Day activities each year, making it the
largest civic observance in the world!
Every year a certain theme prevails and
this year it is:

With over 50,000 partners in 196
countries, the Earth Day Network is the
world’s largest recruiter to the
environmental movement! Striving to
build environmental democracy, this
network uses a combination of
education, public policy, and consumer
campaigns.

TREES FOR THE EARTH
This issue of Flicker summarizes several
of the events taking place in Cayman
this month as does the Earth Day
Facebook page for Cayman. In light of
the 2016 theme, DoE is preparing to
conduct a mangrove replanting event.
What are you doing for Earth Day
2016?

Search for Earth Day events around the globe or register your own here!
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EARTH DAY
AT THE QUEEN ELIZABETH II BOTANIC PARK
On Sunday April 24th the QE II Botanic
Park is celebrating Earth Day with a
great variety of activities and special
offers!
From 10AM till 3PM the park offers
admission of only $5.00 CI for adults and
children 16 and under go free of charge.
Check out the nursery which will host a
massive plant sale with all 1 gallon
plants being reduced to only $5.00 CI
and 3 gallon being reduced to only $8.00
CI. All other plants will be marked down!

The park will also offer:
 Free guided nature tours
 Free guided Blue Iguana behind the
scenes tours
 Food and drink available
Come and enjoy Earth Day at the
peaceful Queen Elizabeth II Botanic
Park!
Little

Native trees will be available for
purchase and special plants available
include:


75x Yellow Ironwood; Bastard
Ironwood (Exostema caribaeum)



40x Yellow Sanders (Zanthoxylum
flavum)
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EARTH DAY
at DiveTech and Vigoro

DiveTech will celebrate Earth Day
under water with special efforts to cull
lionfish.
FREE tanks and weights to cull our
shore site.
One afternoon 2 tank boat trip to cull
@ 7.30am to 4.30pm for shore diving –
boat will depart at 12.45pm – April
23rd
FREE one tank trip to the Kittiwake
for Reef Watch @ 1.15pm – April 17th

Special thanks to Vigoro Nursery
Cayman who is extending a special
Earth Day discount on April 22, 23
and 24 with 15% OFF on all foliage
and fruit trees!
This offer goes perfectly with the
global "Trees for the Earth" 2016
theme!
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Earth Month Activities in the Brac
Big Thanks from the DoE to Kathleen Bodden-Harris for coordinating these efforts!
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National Trust:
Support Cayman’s environment on
Earth Day!
EARTH DAY BLITZ

DRESS DOWN FOR THE EARTH

In celebration of Earth Day 2016, the
National Trust is seeking the assistance
of over 300 volunteers and companies
to help raise awareness and collect
money for its important environmental
and education programmes.

Companies may also take part in Earth
Month by hosting a Dress Down Day on
any given Friday in April. The purchase
of an Earth Day T-shirt will help the
National Trust achieve its mission to
preserve and protect Cayman’s unique
natural and historic heritage.

Volunteers will be located at 50
locations from West Bay to North Side
on Friday, 22 April. The first volunteers
of the morning will be strategically
located in high-traffic areas holding
Earth Day banners, signs and
environmental paraphernalia to remind
commuters of the importance of the
internationally celebrated day.
Subsequent volunteers are asked to do
two hour shifts (with a limited number
of 1 hour shifts available for those who
want to assist over their lunch hour) at
retail locations across Grand Cayman.
The first 25 volunteers to sign up will
receive a new “Rooted in Cayman” Earth
Day T-shirt. The next 50 volunteers will
receive a “Protect our Paradise” T-shirt.
See the flyer on the next page.

This year’s “Rooted in Cayman” Earth
Day T-shirt design showcases many of
Cayman’s
iconic
environmental
elements including the Blue Iguana,
Mangrove, Parrot, Turtle, Stingray, and
Silver Thatch tree to name a few.
On the back you will find the
coordinates for Cayman’s global location
along with the hashtag:
#IamCayman
Show that you’re rooted in Cayman and
do your part to protect our paradise on
any Friday in April!

Interested volunteers or companies can sign up online at:
areas, or.
www.nationaltrust.org.ky or email education@nationaltrust.org.ky
Or contact: Danielle Watler
Development and Marketing Manager
The National Trust for the Cayman Islands
Tel: 345-749-1126
E-mail: marketing@nationaltrust.org.ky
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home and abroad.
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Cayman Turtle Farm &
Chamber of Commerce
The Chamber of Commerce and the
Cayman Turtle Farm are organizing yet
another Earth Day Clean Up event!
“The Cayman Islands are known for
their exquisite white sand beaches,
crystal clear water, vibrant coral reefs
teeming with fish and safe, clean
neighborhoods. Keeping the Islands
this way is no easy task and the
Chamber’s annual Earth Day Clean Up
helps keep us clean and green!
Held in conjunction with Earth Week
and aided by The Department of
Environmental Health, this event is
the
largest
volunteer
driven
occurrence in the Country.
Chamber Members are encouraged to
round up more volunteers than the
year

year before and are set loose to clean
trash off the beaches and streets while
our Diving and Watersports Operators
hold undersea reef cleanups.”
The Cayman Turtle Farm will offer their
Earth Day special entry in combination
with the Chamber of Commerce Island
Clean-up Day on Saturday April 16th,
offering ½ price off to residents and free
entry to clean-up participants wearing
their t-shirts for that day only.
Geddes Hislop from the Turtle Farm will
be conducting tours of their Nature Trail
and Shoreline Nursery mangrove exhibit
the entire week leading up to and on
the 16th to highlight the ecological and
cultural significance of our native trees.
For more information click here.
shocking

Volunteers performing a beach clean up during the 2014 Christmas Clean-Up Event.
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KNOW YOUR NATIVES
Silver Thatch

Silver Thatch (Coccothrinax proctorii), is
probably the most well-known native
and endemic tree in Cayman.
Distributed throughout all three islands,
the silver thatch is the national tree
with deep roots in Caymanian culture.
Growing up to 10 m. tall (~ 33 ft.),
although shorter trees are more
common, thatch is extremely slow
growing and is typically found in rocky
woodlands. Their slender trunks topped
with large silver and green fronds make
this tree easy to recognize.
Thatch has small white flowers which
develop into red and black berries.
provides food

The berries are eaten by wildlife, in fact,
this tree provides food and or nesting
for all of Cayman’s endemic birds.
Historically, silver thatch played an
important role in Caymanians’ every-day
life. The leaves are unusually tough and
were used for roofing, weaving of hats,
baskets and fans. Straw rope made from
thatch was highly prized in Cuba and
Jamaica for use in shipping, fishing and
sugar industries. Exporting rope was
Cayman's largest source of revenue!
It is a very attractive tree, suitable for
landscaping and need conservation
efforts due to habitat destruction and
its slow growing nature.

Silver thatch berries, leaf and trunk respectively. Photos by Mat Cottam.
Flicker Bulletin # 25 - APRIL / MAY 2016

