Nerronm Consenvnrrou
Councrl
c/o PO Box 10202
Gnnruo CRvuam KY1-1002
CRvMeN

Coruse

IslRltos

Ter: (+345) - 949-8469
Fu: (+345) - 949-4420
nvarron Cou xcr l@eov, rv

10 March 2016

via email
Hon. Wayne Panton
Minister of Financial Services, Commerce & Environment
Cayman lslands
Dear Minister Panton

Designotian of Morine Protected Areos
The National Conservation Council submits the attached Report of the Public Consultations and
Approved Amendments for onward submission to the Cabinet, as provided by section 9(9X3) of the
National Conservation Law. The Council approved the amended Department of Environment nomination
(which is fully described in the report and the accompanying maps) at its meeting on 24 February 2016.
The goal of the original nomination - to achieve 40-50% coverage of protected areas with simplification
of the zones and enhancement of no-take - has been maintained whilst revising the proposed areas to
take into account the results of the public consultations.
A20L4 review of 87 Marine Protected Areas worldwide concluded that successful MPAs that meet

five criteria

-

no take, well-enforced, adequate size, longevity and isolation

- succeed,

not just

measurably, but exponentially, in terms of fish biomass and reef health. The Council is convinced that by
establishing and maintaining the proposed enhanced system of MPAs the Cabinet will create successful

marine protected areas that will achieve a sustainable balance between traditional fishing and
recreational uses and conservation benefit. The enhanced MPAs will have four of the five characteristics;
the only factor that we cannot achieve is isolation. The importance of creating the framework in terms of
cumulative no take, size, longevity and enforcement is that marine protected areas which are ultimately
indistinguishable from unprotected habitat will not produce the spillover effect that is critical for
continued, sustainable fishing and recreational uses.

The Council delegated to DoE the preparation of the report of the public consultation and
requested that they recommend amendments that would incorporate the many thoughtful, pragmatic
and positive comments received to adjust the new boundaries as equitably as possible while still adhering
to the goals of the original nomination. We sincerely thank the many individuals, bodies such as CITA and
the Anglers Association, the businesses and the MLAs and Ministers who engaged in the consultations.
attended all the public consultation meetings and several members of Council attended in their own
districts. The Council members have reviewed all of the written submissions. Council members, Mr.
Ebanks and Mr. Conolly, engaged with district leaders and dealt with their concerns on behalf of their
constituents. I am satisfied that the Council has taken all the verbal (received directly or via the
I

Department of Environment officials) and written input into consideration in arriving at a decision to put
forward this amended nomination.
Changes in the status of some small, or parts of, existing protected areas, insofar as these areas
will cease to be protected areas will require an order under section L2 of the National Conservation Law,
Their removal as protected areas is justified and will be compensated for by the creation of new areas in

the context of the enhancements to be made within the entire Marine Protected Areas System.
Consultation with the public on such removal of designated protected status was carried out as part of
the overall public review. These section 12 changes are reflected in the amended nomination.
The Report of the Public Consultations and Approved Amendments together with the maps have
been made publicly available on the Department of Environment website. The file of written submissions,
including maps that were marked up during the public consultation meetings are provided for delivery to
Cabinet as an addendum to the Report.
The Council and DoE envisage that the designating orders under section 7 and section 12 would
be expressed to become effective on the entry into force of new regulations under the National
Conservation Law and the repeal of the relevant existing regulations under the Marine Conservation Law.

The Council strongly recommends the report and submissions to Cabinet and requests that
Cabinet proceed to make the relevant designating orders at the earliest opportunity as these changes to
the management regime for our marine resources are urgently needed. The Cabinet will be creating a
resilient system of Marine Protected Areas that will achieve a strong and sustainable balance between
traditional fishing and recreational uses and the conservation benefit that is necessary to support those
USES.

lf we can be of any further assistance in drafting papers for, or presenting to, either Caucus or Cabinet
please do contact us immediately.
Yours sincerely,

Chair, National
cc:

Dr. Dax Basdeo, Chief Officer, Min. FSCE
Gina Ebanks-Petrie, Director, Department of Environment
John Bothwell, Secretary, National Conservation Council

