
 

Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:  

Hemmington Forest Addition, Cayman Brac 

  



 

A parcel of primary forest located adjacent to the newly protected Hemmington Forest has become 

open for negotiation and nominated for protection under section 7 of the National Conservation Law 

provided that that purchase negotiations are successful. 

Hemmington Forest includes areas of Cayman Brac’s least disturbed, ancient dry forest ecosystems, with 

an elevation difference such that both of the two distinctive forest types of the Bluff are present. It 

supports a remarkable diversity of native trees and other plants, and is important breeding and foraging 

habitat for the suite of native forest birds that inhabit the Brac, including the Cayman Brac Parrot, Red-

legged Thrush, “Chip-chips” (Vitelline Warbler), and Woodpeckers. 

Protection of this parcel will extend the Hemmington Forest area as far as the Deadman’s Point Bluff 

Road trail, helping to secure an existing recreational asset for residents and visitors. Protection will aid in 

safeguarding of the remarkable biodiversity of the whole Hemmington Forest area, which is so 

characteristic of the island.  



 

Protected Area Nomination 

Hemmington Forest, Cayman Brac Central 

 

This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013 

 

1. Description of the Area 

The area of this nomination is defined in the map below and comprises the following parcel: 

Block Parcel Ownership Part 

101A 6 Private Whole parcel 

 

The Hemmington Forest is a substantially undisturbed, representative area of Cayman Brac’s 

characteristic and biologically diverse bluff-top forest, and is important to the survival of a wide 

range of native animal and plant species.  

 

 



 

Reasons for Nomination 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1 Protection of the nominated land will safeguard key habitat for the Cayman Brac 

Parrot as well as other protected bird species (see ‘Species of Special Concern below’). NCL Ref. 

8 (1) (a) 

2.2 The Hemmington Forest spans two Cayman Brac forest community types which are 

characteristic of elevations above and below ~15 metres respectively. Protection of this forest 

area will conserve the biodiversity characteristics of both the Bursera-Pilosocereus-Exothea and 

the Bursera-Pilosocereus-Agave xeromorphic forest communities.  NCL Ref.8 (1) (b) 

2.3 Protection of the Hemmington Forest will maintain the hydrogeological 

environment below it, including any perched water tables which may be important to 

agricultural land adjacent to the south. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (c) 

2.4 Protection of the nominated land will help to secure the Deadman’s Point Bluff 

Road footpath as a nature tourism and recreational asset.  NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e,f) 

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.5 The nominated land is predominantly in a natural state, comprising xeromorphic 

(drought-tolerant) forest communities grading into xerophytic shrubland along the northern 

edge adjacent to the bluff cliff. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.6 The nominated land supports an exceptionally high diversity of life, including a 

succession of different vegetation zones going inland from the cliff edge, and the occurrence of 

Species of Special Concern. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.7 The nominated land is ecologically important in that they include substantial areas 

of the complex and diverse forest communities which support a range of species that are 

endangered and several that are, within the Cayman Islands, characteristic only of Cayman Brac.  

NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.8 The bluff top forests of Cayman Brac are biogeographically important, as distinct 

local variants of a regionally endangered habitat support a range of regionally endemic plant 

species. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (d) 

2.9 The presence of Species of Special Concern continues to attract scientific interest 

associated with them.  NCL Ref. 8 (2) (e) 



 

2.10 Conservation of representative forest areas on Cayman Brac will contribute to the 

maintenance of dry forests in the Caribbean region, helping support regional flora and migratory 

birds. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (f) 

2.11 Management of the nominated land is feasible and will require few resources 

beyond maintenance of the Deadman’s Point Bluff Road trail. See “Management 

considerations” below for further details. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g) 

2.12 Deadman’s Point Bluff Road trail and the Hemmington Road trail already serve as a  

nature tourism attraction for Cayman Brac, and the protection of adjacent forest will help to 

maintain this value. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (h) 

 

2. Species of Special Concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the 

Hemmington forest: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCL Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Cayman Brac 
Parrot 

Amazona 
leucocephala 

hesterna 
Parrot 

Part 1. Endemic 
to Cayman Brac, 

Critically 
Endangered 

Feeding and 
nesting 

Red-legged 
Thrush 

Turdus 
plumbeus 

Thrush 

Part 1. 
Restricted to 
Cayman Brac 

within Cayman 
Islands 

Breeding 
territories and 

feeding 

Caribbean 
Elaenia 

Elaenia 
martinica 

caymanensis 
Land bird 

Part 1. Endemic 
subspecies 

Feeding and 
nesting 

Loggerhead 
Kingbird 

Tyrannus 
caudifasciatus 
caymanensis 

Land bird 
Part 1. Endemic 

subspecies 
Feeding and 

nesting 

Thick-billed 
Vireo 

Vireo magister 
caymanensis 

Land bird 
Part 1. Endemic 

subspecies 
Feeding and 

nesting 

Bananaquit 
Coreba flaveola 

sharpei 
Land bird 

Part. Endemic 
subspecies 

Feeding and 
nesting 

Vitelline warbler 
or “Chip Chip” 

Dendroica 
vitellina 

crawfordi 
Land bird 

Part 1. Endemic 
subspecies 

Feeding and 
nesting 

White crowned 
pigeon or 
Baldpate 

Patagioenas 
leucocephala 

Land bird 
Part 1. Globally 

near-threatened 
species 

Feeding and 
nesting 

 



 

 

3. Conservation Problems and Special Protective Measures Required 

Aside from human disturbance, which is currently foreseen to be minimal, there are no major 

concerns to the conservation status of the land or species within this nomination. 

4. Management Considerations 

Deadman’s Point Bluff Road trail and the Hemmington Road trail are currently maintained by 

District Administration. The nominated forest around it should require minimal management, 

with the main focus on demarking and signing the protected area boundaries, and maintaining 

communication with neighbouring land users. 

 

 


