
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Jennifer Ahern, Chief Officer, Ministry of Sustainability and Climate   

  Resiliency 

 

From: Director, Department of Environment 

 

Date:  30 September 2022 

 

Subject: Application to Repair/Rebuild a Previously Licensed Residential Dock  

 Sheila Gargano, Block 33E Parcel 65 

 

The Department of Environment (DoE) has reviewed the request to repair a residential dock at 

416 Water Cay Rd, Rum Point located on Block 33E Parcel 65. The dock received its original 

Coastal Works Permit on 17 February 2014. 

 

The applicant wishes to repair the dock by replacing the wooden decking. The applicant’s agent 

has confirm that the repairs are not related to any recent storm events. From the DoE’s site visit 

on 2 September 2022, it appears that there are a few wooden planks missing from the ramps up on 

either side of the shore-perpendicular walkway and damage to some deck lighting. Overall, it 

appears that there has been general wear and tear to the decking,  as seen in the photos in Appendix 

1. The applicant’s agent has confirmed that he is only replacing the wood decking of the dock and 

therefore will not need to use a barge or heavy equipment. The majority of the works will take 

place above the water, although there may be some very minor in-water works replacing the 

decking on the ramps that are currently underwater.  

 

The rebuild/repair policy relates to structures damaged during a recent storm event, however, the 

dock was not damaged from any recent weather event. The DoE conducted a second inspection on 

29 September 2022, after Hurricane Ian and was found in the same condition as in early September. 

The dock has been subject to general wear and tear. Given that the repair footprint will be the same 

as the existing approved footprint, the DoE supports this application being approved 

administratively by the Ministry.  

 

Details of the DoE’s recommended conditions of approval are in Appendix 2 below. Allowing the 

upkeep and maintenance of the dock should be permitted as this may prolong the life of the dock, 

prevent accidents and allow it to be able to withstand potential damages from future storms. Dock  

debris entering into the marine environment can impact sensitive marine resources such as seagrass 

beds, corals etc.  For future Coastal Works Applications, a condition could be added to the Coastal 

Works Permit, to address repair of the dock such as this one that is not storm related, provided that 



 

the applicant has to notify and advise the Ministry or the DoE that they are seeking to carry out 

such works so that a coastal notice may be issued prior to the commencement of works. 

 

It is also noted from our site visit that a floating platform has been added to the dock, which appears 

to have been secured with the use of piles secured to the dock. This indicates that the floating 

platform is intended to be part of or an extension of the dock. This floating platform was not part 

of the approved plans for the dock or the dock extension and is over Crown property. Although 

the piles have not been driven into the seabed, the floating platform may cause shading impacts to 

the seabed and seagrass in the area. Therefore, it is recommended that the Ministry requests a 

revised plan showing the dimensions of the floating platform, and considers whether the platform 

can be approved subject to the associated fees, whether it requires a new coastal works application 

or should be removed. If the floating platform is to be considered for approval then revised plans 

needed to be submitted and the Permit Fees updated in the appended draft conditions of approval 

(Appendix 2). 

   

Please do not hesitate to contact the DoE if you have any questions or wish to discuss this further.  

 

Director of Environment 

  



 

Appendix 1: Photos 

 

 
Photo 1. The dock, which requires repairs to the decking (Source: DOE, 2 September 2022) 

 
Photo 2. The dock, which requires repairs to the decking (Source: DOE, 2 September 2022) 

 



 

 
Photo 3. A closer view of the damaged decking and light fixtures in Photo 1(Source: DOE, 2 

September 2022) 

 
Photo 4. A closer view of the damaged decking and light fixtures in Photo 1. (Source: DOE, 2 

September 2002)  

 



 

 
Photo 5. The side of the main dock, it appears some of the side skirting will require repair. 

(Source: DOE, 2 September 2022) 

 

 
Photo 6. The side of the main dock, it appears some of the side skirting will require repair. 

(Source: DOE, 2 September 2022) 

 



 

 
Figure 7: The additional floating platform that was not included in the orgianal plans (Source: 

DOE, 2 September 2022) 



 

 
Figure 8: Showing how the floating platform is secured to the dock (Source: DOE, 2 Septemeber 

2022) 



 

 
Figure 9: The state of the dock after hurricane Ian (Source: DOE, 28 September 2022) 

  




