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Hello Citizen Scientist,

1. Go to your App Store and download
Epicollect5 on to your mobile device.

2. Open the app. In the top right corner select 'Add Project'. Search
for ‘Bat Count Cayman' and select it. It should now appear on the
home page of your app. Now select ‘Bat Count Cayman’.
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3. When you are ready to submit your data (or if you want to fill it
in while surveying) open the project and select 'Add entry'.
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Before you head-out!

. Plan to be at the site 15 minutes before sunset (6:30pm).

. Check the weather conditions. If heavy rains or strong winds are
forecasted, postpone your survey until weather conditions
improve.

Don'’t forget to pack!

. Insect repellent or bug-net jacket

. We recommend using a clicker counter or download a ‘Counter’
App to keep a tally of the bats. A small notebook with pen or
pencil can also be used.

. Head torch or flashlight
. Camping chair

. Water and snacks

. First Aid Kit

Safety First!

If you need to walk to your survey site, ensure you can get back
following sunset. If you are alone, let someone know where you
are and when you expect to finish. If you do not feel comfortable in
an area, discontinue the survey and leave.
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Now we can begin our survey!
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4. Choose a bat house location you would like to survey. Use the link
below to open a Google Maps version of accessible bat houses.

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1LbenliKJVmVbLAVd3u5w9-

oV9QBTu9s&usp=sharing

5. Select a bat
house (blue
point) you would
like to survey
and click on the
diamond to
begin
navigation.



https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1LbenliKJVmVbLAVd3u5w9-oV9QBTu9s&ll=19.31634853237051%2C-81.25418778291092&z=12
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1LbenliKJVmVbLAVd3u5w9-oV9QBTu9s&usp=sharing__;!!EuRrQOsPEno!ad_mQkUGOqCT9kOot2Am-WhdTRVE_6kEebYfwrEPsdmMt6725hF1E1zIlJckGbk6uqyVlPmgvxTeRhrCqRfaFPgtmA-au7U$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1LbenliKJVmVbLAVd3u5w9-oV9QBTu9s&usp=sharing__;!!EuRrQOsPEno!ad_mQkUGOqCT9kOot2Am-WhdTRVE_6kEebYfwrEPsdmMt6725hF1E1zIlJckGbk6uqyVlPmgvxTeRhrCqRfaFPgtmA-au7U$
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You have arrived at the Bat House!

6. Open Epicollects App, “Add entry” for Bat Count Cayman and
follow the prompts.

Prompts will ask:
. Surveyor’s Name

. Survey Date

Bat House ID by
\

. Physical Description of Bat House Location

This can be the address, closest
intersection or landmark.
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. GPS Location of Bat House

This should be done automatically with your phone’s gps, but
itis also on Google Maps.
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. Survey Start Time

This is the time you arrive at the Bat House, which should be
15 minutes before sunset.

How to Count Bats:

Position yourself so you have a clear view of the bat house and can
see bat silhouettes dropping from the roost.

Important: keep looking at the bat house to ensure you don’t miss
anything, they are quick!

When the first bat emerges, start the tally. The rate of bats coming out
will gradually increase to a peak before slowing down again. Bats may
return early whilst others are still emerging. So make a mental note, to
avoid double counting. For example: 2 bat went back in the house but
5 bat flew out (5-2=3), so there were only 3 new bats that emerged out.
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. 1st Bat Emergence Time

When you see the first bat fly off the bat house, note the

time (hh:mm).

. End of Survey Time

This can be a little tricky, because
sometimes bats will come back early to
feed their pups. End the survey after
30 minutes, when more bats are
returning than leaving or when the
bats are no longer visible. Multiple bats
returning to the bat house is a sign that
their foraging period is coming to an
end. Please make note of the time
(hh:mm) and you can leave comments
if necessary. Note: Do not flash your
light at the bat house if it gets too dark
to see.
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Submit Your Datal

You can submit your count results using your phone's data or once
you are connected to WiFi. When you are ready to submit, open the
project and select 'Upload now’, then select 'Upload data’.
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Thanks you for taking an active role in

Bat Conservation!

Please let us know how you enjoyed this survey and what we can
do to improve, by emailing TRU.DOE@gov.ky. And feel free to
share your experience on social media using #BatCountCayman.



