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Date _________Date _________      Species ______________Species ______________

Total Length _________Total Length _________    Sex ____________Sex ____________

Any injuries, parasites, markings?Any injuries, parasites, markings?    ____________________

__________________________________________________________________

Cause of death ______________________Cause of death ______________________

A blacktip shark’s mouth
contains rows of small,

pointed teeth designed to
quickly capture small bait

fish.

CARCHARHINUS LIMBATUSCARCHARHINUS LIMBATUS

blacktip shark skin has a sandpaper-blacktip shark skin has a sandpaper-
like texture due to tiny, tooth-likelike texture due to tiny, tooth-like

scales called dermal denticles. Thesescales called dermal denticles. These
scales point towards the tail, helpingscales point towards the tail, helping

to reduce drag when the sharkto reduce drag when the shark
swims.swims.
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CARCHARHINUS LIMBATUSCARCHARHINUS LIMBATUS

GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION:GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION: This medium-sized shark is This medium-sized shark is
widely distributed all around the world in tropical,widely distributed all around the world in tropical,
subtropical, and warm temperate waters, includingsubtropical, and warm temperate waters, including
the Caribbean Sea.the Caribbean Sea.

HABITAT:HABITAT: Demersal and pelagic on coastal shelves Demersal and pelagic on coastal shelves
including river mouths, rocky and coral reefs,including river mouths, rocky and coral reefs,
seagrasses, mangrove channels, and sand flats; fromseagrasses, mangrove channels, and sand flats; from
inshore to a depth of 140m (460ft).inshore to a depth of 140m (460ft).

LENGTH & AGELENGTH & AGE
At birth: 35-72cm (13-28in)At birth: 35-72cm (13-28in)
Sexual maturity: FOR MALES at about 125–201cm (4-Sexual maturity: FOR MALES at about 125–201cm (4-
6.5ft) (unknown); FOR FEMALES between 145–207cm6.5ft) (unknown); FOR FEMALES between 145–207cm
(4.8-6.8ft) (6.5yrs)(4.8-6.8ft) (6.5yrs)
Maximum recorded age: ~23.5 yearsMaximum recorded age: ~23.5 years
Maximum recorded length: 286cm (10ft)Maximum recorded length: 286cm (10ft)

IUCN REST LIST OF THREATENEDIUCN REST LIST OF THREATENED
SPECIES STATUS:SPECIES STATUS:  

VULNERABLE TO EXTINCTIONVULNERABLE TO EXTINCTION
(ASSESSED IN 2020)(ASSESSED IN 2020)

Reproduction:Reproduction: ovoviviparous ovoviviparous
                                                        (live young via internal eggs)(live young via internal eggs)
Females carry 1-11 shark pups for 10-12 months in theFemales carry 1-11 shark pups for 10-12 months in the
uterus. The female first lays eggs inside the uterus,uterus. The female first lays eggs inside the uterus,
then the pups hatch inside the female’s body andthen the pups hatch inside the female’s body and
feeds off the egg’s yolk sac until they are ready to befeeds off the egg’s yolk sac until they are ready to be
born. Immediately after birth, each newborn shark isborn. Immediately after birth, each newborn shark is
on its own. Newborns must learn how to hunt andon its own. Newborns must learn how to hunt and
find shelter from bigger predators without anyfind shelter from bigger predators without any
guidance from their mother (or father), that is whyguidance from their mother (or father), that is why
many baby sharks will not survive their first fewmany baby sharks will not survive their first few
years.years.  
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Male sharks haveMale sharks have
two claspers.two claspers.  

These are used toThese are used to
channel semenchannel semen
into the female’sinto the female’s
cloaca duringcloaca during

matingmating

Male & FemaleMale & Female

claspersclaspers no claspersno claspers

Female sharksFemale sharks
have thicker skinhave thicker skin
and tend to beand tend to be

larger. Male sharkslarger. Male sharks
will bite the femalewill bite the female
to hold on to herto hold on to her
during matingduring mating


