blacktip shark skin has a sandpaper-

like texture due to tiny, tooth-like
3wy scales called dermal denticles. These
scales point towards the tail, helping
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A blacktip shark’s mouth TODAY WE WILL DIVE DEEPER TO DISCOVER
contains rows of smaill, THE BLACKTIP SHARK IN CAYMAN!
pointed teeth designed to BLACKTIP SHARKS ARE ONE OF THE LESS
quickly cap)fturr]e small bait ABUNDANT SPECIES IN CAYMAN WATERS.
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GILLS BUT NOT EVERY SHARK SPECIES HAS THE

& ALL SHARKS ARE FISH! SHARKS BREATHE VIA
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Coyman siands Goverrmant SAME FEATURES. EACH SPECIES HAS ADAPTED TO
AMBASSADORS wymemp  THEIR SPECIFIC HABITAT, BEHAVIOUR, AND PREY.
OFTHE ENVIRCRMENT: ~ tAGER SOME SHARKS GIVE BIRTH TO LIVE YOUNG AND

OTHERS LAY EGGS! MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
CAYMAN'S SHARKS: WW.DOE.KY/MARINE/SHARKS

Date Species

Total Length Sex

Any injuries, parasites, markings? __________

Cause of death


http://www.doe.ky/marine/sharks

IUCN REST LIST OF THREATENED
SPECIES STATUS:
R VULNERABLE TO EXTINCTION
SUMMER SHARK SERIES (o3 3020 ;

WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF

Departmerlt of Emnronment '2‘3

Cayman Islands G - T
' AMBASSADORS ~ whiien
OF THE ENVIRONMENT

BLACKTIP SHARKS IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

ESTIMATED POPULATION SIZE: not established, individual sightings are too few for population
estimates (assessed in 2019, DoE)

HABITAT: This is an active shark and may be seen spinning and leaping above the surface.
During the day this shark likes to hang out in the seagrass bed, sand flats, and near mangroves
inside the sounds and canals. At night it likes to swim down the drop off beyond 200m of depth.
Some individuals do short excursions offshore and will seek shelter in Cayman’s lagoons during
hurricanes.

PREY SPECIES: Blacktip sharks eat schooling fish, snappers, jacks, crabs, clams, snails, mussels,
squid and octopus and occasionally smaller sharks and rays. This species hunts solo and will
use its speed, agility, sensory organs and very sharp teeth to catch its prey.

PREDATORS: Blacktip sharks do have natural predators. In Cayman, other sharks like the tiger
shark and hammerheads may hunt the blacktip shark.

THREATS & DANGERS: Effects of shallow and deep-water fishing activities, pollution, abandoned
fishing gear, mangrove removal, coastal development
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The Shark Trust works o advance the worldwide conservation of sharks.

www.sharktrust .org skates. rays and chimaeras, collectively known as Chondrichthyans.
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