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Coastal Works Review CWL# 519
Soto’s Marine Ltd. - Underwater Statue - Block 13EH Parcel 168

Project Proposal

This review is provided by the Director of the Department of Environment (DoE) under delegated authority from
the National Conservation Council (section 3(1) of the National Conservation Act, 2013).

The applicant - Soto’s Marine Ltd. - is seeking permission to construct an underwater statue on Crown property
offshore of Block 13EH Parcel 168, which is located on North Church Street, George Town, Grand Cayman (see
Figure 1).

The submitted plans, application form and support document indicate that the work will consist of the installation

of an underwater statue on the seabed. The statue (refer to Figure 1) is proposed to be 9 feet tall and will be made
up of bronze (cast off-site). The statue will have a bridge-grade silica concrete base, reinforced with basalt rebar.

The total height of the sculpture including the base will be 11feet 7 inches.

Figure 1: Artist’s rendering of the proposed statue (Source: Application Package)

The statue is intended to form an underwater tourist attraction and has been designed to enhance the snorkeling
and diving experience at a popular dive site.

The applicant has indicated that the works will affect 64 sq ft of Crown property. Based on the proposed
information submitted, the DoE has verified to the best of our understanding that this estimate is correct.
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Figure 2: Aerial imagery showing the app//ca tion site for the proposed statue (Aerial Image Source: United
Kingdom Hydrographic Office, 2021)
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Figure 3: Map of the proposed sculpture installation, shown in context with the benthic habitat in the immediate
vicinity

Similar Projects
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There are other similar underwater statues in Cayman. It is noteworthy that the Angel of the Reef statue was both
designed and constructed by the same artist responsible for two earlier underwater sculptures in Grand Cayman:

e Amphitrite (2000) - A bronze mermaid statue located offshore at Sunset House (390 S Church St,
George Town, Cayman Islands)

e The Guardian of the Reef (2014) - A bronze statue depicting a guardian figure located offshore at
Lighthouse Point (571 North West Point Rd, West Bay, Cayman Islands)

Environmental Overview and Impacts

Site Overview

The site is located within a Marine Reserve (a Protected Area under the National Conservation Act) and just
outside the George Town Port Anchorage Area. Given the depths of the water at the proposed location (+38 feet)
and the depths to the top of the surrounding coral heads (12-26 feet), the statue is not believed to pose a
navigational hazard.

The environmental impacts of the project are limited to the direct construction impacts from the installation of the
statue on the seabed.

Construction Impacts

General Construction Impacts

To minimize disturbance, it isimportant feature of the proposal that the concrete base will be cast on land, and
lowered to the seabed with the sculpture attached. No placement of concrete underwater will be required,
minimizing the risk of contamination of the marine environment.

Direct environmental impacts will result from the installation of the statue, mainly through disturbance to the
seabed for the installation of the concrete base. The installation of the base will be carried out using a barge and
crane, and although there will be some disturbance to the seabed at the time of placement, the effects of this will
be short-lived and is not thought to result in significant impact.

Loss of Benthic Habitats

The underwater sculpture will result in the direct loss of approximately 64 square feet of benthic habitat. Given
that the substrate is unconsolidated sand and typically low in biological complexity and productivity (when
compared to seagrass beds or coralheads for example), the ecological impact of this is expected to be minimal. It
isimportant to note that the statue does still constitute a permanent alteration of the seabed.

Comments and Recommendations

We have considered the environmental impacts associated with the proposed sculpture and the mitigation
measures proposed by the applicant. On this basis, the Department recommends this application for approval
subject to the standard Permit conditions and recommended Permit fees (Royalty, Environmental Mitigation and
Administrations & Monitoring) outlined in Appendix 1.

Director, Department of Environment
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