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Coastal Works Review CWL#532   

SGPN 2 Cayman Limited – Private Residential Dock on Rum Point 
Drive, North Side – Block 49B Parcel 133 

 

Project Proposal 

This review is provided by the Director of the Department of Environment (DoE) under delegated authority from 
the National Conservation Council (section 3(1) of the National Conservation Act, 2013).  

The applicant – SGPN 2 Cayman Limited – is seeking permission to construct a 451 sq ft T-shaped dock on Crown 
property adjacent to Block 49B Parcel 133, which is located at Rum Point Drive, North Side, Grand Cayman 
(Figures 1 and 2).  

The submitted plans indicate that the T-shaped dock will extend 73 ft into the sea. The shore perpendicular 
walkway of the dock will measure 33 ft long and 6 ft wide. The terminal end will measure 21 ft long and 12 ft wide 
but will have three steps down from the main level to a lower platform for easy water access. The main level will 
measure 12 ft long and 12 ft wide and will have four 8 ft tall 8 in x 8 in pressure-treated wooden posts to support 
removable sun sails and a retractable aluminum ladder. The steps down to the lower platform will have a 
horizontal run of 2 ft, a vertical rise of 7 in and measure 12 ft wide. The lower platform will measure 5 ft long and 12 
ft wide. The proposed dock will be supported by 8 in PVC piles with rebar and 3,000 psi concrete embedded into 
the seabed by water jetting and manual hammering. However, the application plans note that wherever the PVC 
piles are unable to be driven into the seabed, suitable footings would be engineered to support the proposed 
dock. The dock surface will consist of Trex decking with ½ in spacing. Decking is to be supported on a lower 
framing of 2 in x 10 in pressure treated wood and an upper framing of 2 in x 8 in pressure treated wood. The 
proposed dock does not appear to have side-skirting.  

The dock is shown to be 4 ft above Mean Sea Level and the lowered platform is shown to be 1 ft 10 in above Mean 
Sea Level. The application indicates that silt screens with skirts extending 4 ft below the water surface will be 
installed prior to construction and remain in place after construction until all turbidity has settled. The application 
indicates that the construction of the dock will take place from both shore and from a floating platform.  

The application proposes that the use of the dock be limited personal use for the owners and guests only, and for 
kayaking and paddleboarding. The application states that the proposed dock will not be used for docking a boat 
of any size.  

The applicant has indicated that the works will affect 451 sq ft of Crown property. Based on the proposed 
information submitted, the DoE has verified to the best of our understanding that this estimate is correct.  
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Figure 1: Aerial imagery showing the application site for the proposed dock in yellow (Source: United Kingdom 
Hydrographic Office, 2021). 

Figure 2: Aerial imagery showing the proposed dock in yellow (Source: United Kingdom Hydrographic Office, 
2021).  
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Application History 

It should be noted that the DoE previously provided feedback to the applicant in August/September 2025 
through a pre-application consultation for this proposed dock which is located in a No-Dive zone. At that time, we 
noted that there appeared to be capacity to reduce the length of the dock by roughly 20 feet and commented that 
this would further help shore parallel navigation between the end of the dock and the near shore reef. This 
recommendation was incorporated into the application.  

Environmental Overview and Impacts 

Site Overview 

As shown in Figure 3, the application site is located within a No-Diving Overlay Zone (a Protected Area under the 
National Conservation Act).  

Figure 3: Site plan of the proposed dock in relation to the adjacent No-Diving Overlay Zone (Aerial imagery source: 
United Kingdom Hydrographic Office, 2021). 

The site is also located adjacent to two channel markers (Figure 4), which likely indicate areas where the shallow 
in-shore reef has outcroppings to help guide safe navigation. The proposed dock does not appear to interfere 
with these markers or significantly affect boat traffic moving between the in-shore reef and the shoreline, and the 
dock is at least 80 feet from the nearest marker. 
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Figure 4: Two channel markers adjacent to the application site (Source: DoE, 2025). 

The environmental impacts of the project are: 

 The construction impacts from the dock; 
 The loss of 450 square feet of benthic habitat, namely and hard-bottom colonized by a variety of algae 

and invertebrate species, including long-term shading impacts; and 
 The likelihood that the proposed dock will trap and accumulate sargassum.  

Construction Impacts 

General Construction Impacts 

Direct environmental impacts will result from the construction of the dock, mainly through the placement of the 
PVC piles into the seabed. The fine silts of the seabed are easily disturbed and suspended, resulting in detrimental 
sediment plumes which can impact surrounding communities of seagrass and marine organisms (especially those 
that depend on good water quality).  

Therefore, it is important to limit the impacts of sediment plumes generated during construction of the dock 
through the use of silt screens. It is an important aspect of the project that no heavy equipment or machinery be 
used in the water, only water jetting and manual hammering shall be used from a floating platform. 

Use of a Floating Platform in a Shallow Lagoon  

There will be direct environmental impacts resulting from the construction of the dock due to the length of the 
dock, the shallow water depths, the amount of time requested to conduct the works, and the methodology 
proposed for construction. The area is approximately 0.5 to 2 ft deep in this area and the floating platform, if not 
positioned carefully and correctly, is likely to dig into the seabed and destroy the hard-bottom habitat and 
currently residing organisms.  
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Loss of Benthic Habitats 

Hard Bottom 

Hard bottom environments are characterized by solid substrates such as rock that may be covered in sand. These 
environments support a range of marine life including coral, sponges, fish and invertebrate species that rely on 
stable surfaces for attachment, shelter, and feeding. Construction activities such as dredging or drilling can 
significantly damage these habitats. 

Some species that inhabit these environments, such as rock-boring urchins (Echinometra lucunter) which were 
present at the application site in great abundance at the time of DoE’s site visit (Figure 5), under the National 
Conservation Act are Schedule 1 Part 1 Protected Species which are protected at all times. It is not practical to 
remove or relocate them as they use their tube feet and spines to anchor themselves into the rock.  

 

Figure 5:  Rock-boring urchins present at the application site within the proposed dock footprint (Source: DoE, 
2025). 

The hard bottom environment at the application site has also been colonised by various algae, sponges,  small 
corals, and a small patch of Turtle grass (Thalassia testudimum), all within or in close proximity to  the proposed 
dock footprint (Figure 6). All hard and soft corals and Turtle grass are Schedule 1 Part 1 Protected Species under 
the National Conservation Act.  
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Figure 6: Examples of the various (top left) algae and sponges, (top right) turtle grass patch, and (bottom) small 
corals present at the application site (Source: DoE, 2025).  

Marine flora such as algae are a contributor to the health of the marine ecosystem as they provide a living habitat, 
food and oxygen to marine fauna (including marine invertebrates). Marine flora also play an important role in 
maintaining water quality and binding loose silty substrates. 

Corals are vital components of coastal ecosystems, serving as natural barriers that protect shorelines from 
erosion and storm surge. Beyond this protective role, they support biodiversity and act as nurseries for marine 
species. With climate change driving rising ocean temperatures and increased coral bleaching, healthy shallow-
water corals, such as those found at the proposed site, are becoming increasingly rare. These corals may possess 
greater resilience to climate-related stressors, making their preservation important. 

Sargassum  

The proposed dock is not shown to have side-skirting.  

Sargassum is a naturally-occurring seaweed that floats in the Atlantic Ocean. Since 2014 seasonally larger than 
normal blooms of this usually open ocean seaweed have been washed ashore in considerable quantities causing 
a number of environmental issues.  

The Department notes that during periods of high influxes of sargassum, docks that have side skirting and 
horizontal framing structures and beams at the water level tend to trap and hold sargassum in situ, compared to 
those docks that have no skirting and fewer obstacles for increased water movement. When sargassum remains 
in shallow waters it presents negative impacts for property owners (unpleasant odours, minor respiratory issues, 
poor water quality) and on the marine environment.  
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These impacts can be minimised by ensuring that the dock is positioned 4 feet above Mean Sea Level and 
ensuring that side planking is positioned as high above the water as possible.  

Comments and Recommendations 

We have considered the environmental impacts associated with the proposed dock above and the mitigation 
measures proposed by the applicant. On this basis, the Department recommends this application for approval 
subject to the conditions outlined below with the standard Permit conditions and recommended Permit fees 
(Royalty, Environmental Mitigation and Administrations & Monitoring) outlined in Appendix 1. 

_______________________________________________ 

Director, Department of Environment  

 

 

  


