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ALL SHARKS ARE FISH! SHARKS BREATHE VIA
GILLS BUT NOT EVERY SHARK SPECIES HAS THE
SAME FEATURES. EACH SPECIES HAS ADAPTED TO
THEIR SPECIFIC HABITAT, BEHAVIOUR, AND PREY.
SOME SHARKS GIVE BIRTH TO LIVE YOUNG AND
OTHERS LAY EGGS! MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
CAYMAN’S SHARKS: WW.DOE.KY/MARINE/SHARKS

LEMON SHARK
NEGAPRION BREVIROSTRISNEGAPRION BREVIROSTRIS

TODAY WE WILL DIVE DEEPER TO DISCOVER
THE LEMON SHARK IN CAYMAN! 
THIS SPECIES LIVES IN CAYMAN’S INSHORE
WATERS AND IS VERY SOCIAL. INDIVIDUALS
LIKE TO HANG OUT TOGETHER AND ADULTS
DON’T HAVE MANY PREDATORS.

Lemon shark skin has a
sandpaper-like texture due

to tiny, tooth-like scales
called dermal denticles.

These scales point towards
the tail, helping to reduce

drag when the shark swims.
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A Lemon shark’s mouth
contains rows of narrow

and broad triangular
smooth-edged teeth
designed to quickly

capture bait fish.

HTTPS://WWW.FLORIDAMUSEUM.UFL.EDU/DISC
OVER-FISH/SPECIES-PROFILES/LEMON-SHARK/
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LEMON SHARK
NEGAPRION BREVIROSTRISNEGAPRION BREVIROSTRIS

GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION: This large shark occurs in the
Atlantic Ocean and the Eastern Central and Southeast
Pacific. In the Atlantic, it ranges from Virginia (USA) to
southern Brazil, including the Caribbean Sea.

HABITAT: It lives on shallow coastal shelves including
bays, river mouths, coral reefs, and mangrove fringes
from the surface to a depth of 92m (302ft). This
species can also survive near river mouths but does
not swim far into fresh water systems.

LENGTH & AGE
At birth: 60-65cm (23.5-25.5in)
Sexual maturity: FOR MALES at about 224cm (7.4ft)
(10yrs); FOR FEMALES at about 239cm (7.8ft) (12.7yrs)
Maximum recorded age: 20.2 years
Maximum recorded length: 340cm (11.2ft)
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LEMON SHARKS IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS
ESTIMATED POPULATION SIZE: not established, individual sightings are too few for population
estimates (assessed in 2019, DoE). 

HABITAT: This shark likes to hang out in the seagrass beds, sand flats, under docks and near
mangroves inside the sounds and canals, but also likes to swim around the shallow coral reef.
Sometimes you will see these sharks hanging out together and they are more active at night
(nocturnal).

PREY SPECIES (generally): Lemon sharks eat mainly bony fish (jacks, snappers, porcupine fish,
and crustaceans (crabs, shrimp, lobster). Adults will also prey on rays, sea birds, and smaller
sharks.

PREDATORS: Smaller lemon sharks have natural predators. In Cayman’s inshore waters, larger
sharks like adult lemon, hammerheads, tiger, blacktip or Caribbean reef sharks may hunt
juveniles but larger lemon sharks have few, if any, predators.

THREATS & DANGERS: Effects of recreational fishing activities, pollution, & abandoned fishing gear.

Reproduction: viviparous
                            (live young via placenta)
Females carry 4-19 shark pups for 10-12 months in the
uterus. The pups receive nourishment from the
mother via the umbilical cord connecting each pup
to the placenta and are born alive. Immediately after
birth, each newborn shark is on its own. Newborns
must learn how to hunt and find shelter from bigger
predators without any guidance from their mother
(or father), that is why many baby sharks will not
survive their first few years. 
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