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LEMON SHARK

Lemon shark skin has a
sandpaper-like texture due
to tiny, tooth-like scales
called dermal denticles.
These scales point towards
the tail, helping to reduce
drag when the shark swims.

TODAY WE WILL DIVE DEEPER TO DISCOVER
THE LEMON SHARK IN CAYMAN!
THIS SPECIES LIVES IN CAYMAN'S INSHORE
WATERS AND IS VERY SOCIAL. INDIVIDUALS
LIKE TO HANG OUT TOGETHER AND ADULTS
DON'T HAVE MANY PREDATORS.
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https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/discover-fish/species-profiles/lemon-shark/
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/discover-fish/species-profiles/lemon-shark/

IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES

Efffr'f“fm of Ermronment STATUS:
VULNERABLE TO EXTINCTION
WINTER SHARK NECROPSY {A538335R112020)

WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT

N: This Idrge shark occurs in the

AVBASSABORS

OF THE ENVIRONMENT

ElE UK International

ralxx Development

Panership | Progress | Prosperly  wMiTETIP  DARWIN
LAGER PLUS

LEMON SHARKS IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

ESTIMATED POPULATION SIZE: not established, individual sightings are too few for population
estimates (assessed in 2019, DoE).

HABITAT: This shark likes to hang out in the seagrass beds, sand flats, under docks and near
mangroves inside the sounds and canals, but also likes to swim around the shallow coral reef.
Sometimes you will see these sharks hanging out together and they are more active at night
(nocturnal).

PREY SPECIES (generally): Lemon sharks eat mainly bony fish (jacks, snappers, porcupine fish,
and crustaceans (crabs, shrimp, lobster). Adults will also prey on rays, sea birds, and smaller
sharks.

PREDATORS: Smaller lemon sharks have natural predators. In Cayman'’s inshore waters, larger
sharks like adult lemon, hammerheads, tiger, blacktip or Caribbean reef sharks may hunt
juveniles but larger lemon sharks have few, if any, predators.

THREATS & DANGERS: Effects of recreational fishing activities, pollution, & abandoned fishing gear.



% Department of Environment i)

WINTER SHARK NECROPSY
GENERAL SHARK WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF

ANATOMY ENVIRONMENT

Male & Female

The Shark Trust works o advance the worldwide conservation of sharks.

www.sharktrust .org skates. rays and chimaeras, collectively known as Chondrichthyans.
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