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serrated teeth designed to
crush hard-shelled prey.

., TODAY WE WILL DIVE DEEPER TO DISCOVER

THE NURSE SHARK IN CAYMAN!

NURSE SHARKS ARE LARGELY SEDENTARY

CREATURES THAT SPEND MUCH OF THEIR

TIME RESTING ON THE SEA FLOOR.

@ ALL SHARKS ARE FISH! SHARKS BREATHE VIA
Department of Environment % GILLS BUT NOT EVERY SHARK SPECIES HAS THE
Copran siands Goverrment Ty SAME FEATURES. EACH SPECIES HAS ADAPTED TO
AMBASSADORS wymemp  THEIR SPECIFIC HABITAT, BEHAVIOUR, AND PREY.

CIFTHE ENVIACRMENT:  LAGER SOME SHARKS GIVE BIRTH TO LIVE YOUNG AND

OTHERS LAY EGGS! MORE INFORMATION ABOUT

CAYMAN'S SHARKS: WW.DOE.KY/MARINE/SHARKS

Date Species _ _ _ _ __ ________

Totallength _____Age ____Sex _________
Any injuries, parasites, markings? __________

Causeofdeath __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ ________


http://www.doe.ky/marine/sharks
http://www.doe.ky/marine/sharks
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NURSE SHARKS IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

ESTIMATED POPULATION SIZE: about 350 individuals (assessed in 2019, DoE)

HABITAT: This shark likes to hang out in the seagrass bed, sand flats, and near mangroves
inside the sounds and canals, but also likes to swim around the (fringing) coral reef. Tends to
spend most of its time within its “home area” of less than 20 km (12mi). Sometimes you will see
these sharks hang out together and they are more active at night (nocturnal).

PREY SPECIES: Nurse sharks eat little fish, crabs, muscles, octopus, squid, shrimps, conchs and
lobsters. Sometimes algae and corals have been found in the stomach of nurse sharks, but this
may have to do with their method of eating. Nurse sharks use their muscular throat to suck in
food (suction feeding), they don't use their teeth to bite, and sometimes algae and coral might
sneak in when the nurse shark sucks in its prey.

PREDATORS: Nurse sharks do have natural predators. In Cayman, other sharks like the lemon
shark, tiger sharks, hammerheads may all hunt the nurse shark, but not very often.

THREATS & DANGERS: Effects of fishing activities, pollution, abandoned fishing gear, mangrove
removal, coastal development
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Male & Female

The Shark Trust works Lo advance the worldwide conservation of sharks.

www.sharktrust .org skates. rays and chimaeras, collectively known as Choncrichthyans.
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	SERIES NO. 1
	ATLANTIC NURSE SHARK
	GINGLYMOSTOMA CIRRATUM
	NURSE SHARKS IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS ESTIMATED POPULATION SIZE: about 350 individuals (assessed in 2019, DoE)
	HABITAT: This shark likes to hang out in the seagrass bed, sand flats, and near mangroves inside the sounds and canals, but also likes to swim around the (fringing) coral reef. Tends to spend most of its time within its “home area” of less than 20 km (12mi). Sometimes you will see these sharks hang out together and they are more active at night (nocturnal).
	PREY SPECIES: Nurse sharks eat little fish, crabs, muscles, octopus, squid, shrimps, conchs and lobsters. Sometimes algae and corals have been found in the stomach of nurse sharks, but this may have to do with their method of eating. Nurse sharks use their muscular throat to suck in food (suction feeding), they don’t use their teeth to bite, and sometimes algae and coral might sneak in when the nurse shark sucks in its prey.
	PREDATORS: Nurse sharks do have natural predators. In Cayman, other sharks like the lemon shark, tiger sharks, hammerheads may all hunt the nurse shark, but not very often.
	THREATS & DANGERS: Effects of fishing activities, pollution, abandoned fishing gear, mangrove removal, coastal development
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	GENERAL SHARK ANATOMY
	Male sharks have two claspers.  These are used to channel semen into the female’s cloaca during mating
	Female sharks have thicker skin and tend to be larger. Male sharks will bite the female to hold on to her during mating
	Male & Female
	claspers
	no claspers





