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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

REQUEST FORMAT 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 

1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE POTENTIAL NOMINATED PROPERTY 

1.a Country (and State Party if 

different) 

Cayman Islands, British West Indies (B.W.I) 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

1.b State, Province or Region 
Little Cayman, Cayman Islands, B.W.I.  

A United Kingdom Overseas Territory (UKOT) 

1.c Name of potential nominated 

property 

Little Cayman Marine Protected Areas 

1.d  Latitude and Longitude 

coordinates 
See Appendix (Page 29) 

1.e  Map showing the 

features/attributes of the 

potential nominated property 

See Appendix (Page 30) 

1.f  Name and date of submission 

of the potential nominated 

property on the Tentative List 

of the relevant State(s) 

Party(ies) as registered by the 

Secretariat 

Little Cayman Marine Parks and Protected Areas 

13/09/2023 

1.g  Has the potential nominated 

property received funds from 

the International Assistance 

mechanism? 

No 

1.h  Has the potential nominated 

property received advice 

through Upstream Process 

mechanism? 

No 

1.i  International designations 

As a United Kingdom Overseas Territory (UKOT), there 

are several international agreements (including 

multilateral environmental agreements) that the UK has 

ratified, and which have also been extended to the 

Cayman Islands with the agreement of the Cayman 

Islands Government (CIG). There are also a number of 

international designations (protected areas) in Little 

Cayman that are established under a number of these 

agreements and/or other network approaches. These are 

listed below in chronological order: 

 

● The Convention on Fishing and Conservation of 

the Living Resources of the High Seas - UK 

ratification extension to the Cayman Islands 

(1958) 

● The London Convention on the Prevention of 

Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and 
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Other Matter - UK ratification extension to the 

Cayman Islands (1972) 

● The Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES) - UK ratification 

extension to the Cayman Islands (1978) 

● The World Heritage Convention (1972) - UK 

ratification extension to the Cayman Islands 

(1984) 

● The Convention on the Conservation of 

Migratory Species (CMS) - UK ratification 

extension to the Cayman Islands (1985) 

● Memorandum of Understanding on the 

Conservation of Migratory Birds of Prey 

(2008)* 

● The Convention for the Protection and 

Development of the Marine Environment of the 

Wider Caribbean Region - UK ratification 

extension to the Cayman Islands (1986) 

● Cayman Islands in pursuit of joining the 

Protocol concerning specially Protected Areas 

and Wildlife (SPAW) (1990) 

● Protocol concerning Co-operation in Combating 

Oil Spills (1986)* 

● Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-Based 

Sources and Activities (1987)* 

● The Convention on Wetlands (also known as the 

Ramsar Convention) (1971): including one 

designated Wetland of International Importance 

(also known as a ‘Ramsar Site’) - Booby Pond 

Nature Reserve, Little Cayman (designated in 

1994) 

● International Convention for the Prevention of 

Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) via the 

Merchant Shipping (Cayman Islands) (Marine 

Pollution) Order 1998* 

● The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

including the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework (GBF) - UK extension 

to the Cayman Islands (2019) 

● The Kyoto Protocol (2007) - UK ratification 

extension to the Cayman Islands via the Doha 

Agreement (2020) 

● Mission Blue (2009) - Little Cayman Hope Spot 

(2021) 

● UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC 1992) - UK ratification extension to 

the Cayman Islands (2022) 

● UK Blue Belt Programme (2017) - Cayman 

Islands signed in 2023 

● The Paris Agreement (2015) - Cayman Islands 

requested extension from the UK (2025) 

● DarkSky International (1988) - Booby Pond 

Nature Reserve, Little Cayman (in process) 
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*Denotes an international agreement, designation, or 

memorandum being extended to the Cayman Islands 

from the UK at the time of inception. 

 

The Cayman Islands have many of their own 

designations, these are listed below in chronological 

order (with Little Cayman specificities noted): 

● Cayman Islands Marine Parks (1986) 

o Bloody Bay Marine Reserve, Little 

Cayman (1986) 

o Preston Bay Marine Reserve, Little 

Cayman (1986) 

o Little Cayman Nassau Grouper 

Spawning Aggregation Site (2001) 

o Above replaced with National 

Conservation Act & Regulations, 

below. 

● The National Conservation Act (2013) 

o Shark Sanctuary (NCA, 2015) as 

recognized by the Pew Charitable Trust 

o Marine Parks Enhancement (2021); 

74.08% of Little Cayman surrounding 

waters (20.51km2) 

● National Energy Policy 2024-2045 

● Climate Change Policy 2024-2050 

 

 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE POTENTIAL NOMINATED PROPERTY 

2.a Summary 

description 

and history of 

the potential 

nominated 

property 

Synthesis of Outstanding Universal Value 

We are submitting a preliminary application to nominate Little Cayman’s Marine 

Protected Areas (MPAs) for consideration as they hold considerable Outstanding 

Universal Value (OUV) through their exceptional integrity of superlative natural 

phenomena and irreplaceable marine biodiversity. In particular, the Bloody Bay 

Marine Reserve, anchored by the iconic Bloody Bay Wall, presents one of the 

world's most dramatic vertical drop-offs, plunging from shallow reef flats to 

oceanic depths within meters of shore; a geomorphological expression of the 

island's position on the Cayman Ridge above the Cayman Trench. This proximity 

of Little Cayman and its MPAs to deep oceanic waters, combined with minimal 

terrestrial runoff and low human disturbance, sustains exceptionally high coral 

and reef fish diversity, alongside the largest known spawning aggregation site in 

the world for the critically endangered (IUCN) Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus 

striatus). In addition, schools of the IUCN red-listed Scalloped Hammerhead 

sharks (Sphyrna lewini) have been noted around Little Cayman for the first time 

this year since 1970, an indication of conservation success and future potential 

species recovery. Together, these attributes demonstrate unique beauty, 

integrated ecological and geological processes of universal significance, and 

intact biodiversity worthy of UNESCO’s recognition as detailed below and 

throughout this Preliminary Assessment. 

 

A History of Little Cayman, Cayman Islands 

Little Cayman's human history is markedly more recent than that of the other 

two, larger islands of the Cayman Islands, Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac; a 
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fact that has itself contributed to the island's relatively undisturbed natural state. 

None of the Cayman Islands had any indigenous population at the time of first 

European contact. The islands first appear in the historical record following 

Christopher Columbus's sighting of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman during his 

fourth and final voyage in 1503. In his journal he wrote that he saw "two very 

small and low islands, full of tortoises, as was all the sea all about, insomuch that 

they looked like little rocks, for which reason these islands were called Las 

Tortugas." The islands’ name was later changed to Islas Caimanas for the large 

saltwater crocodiles that inhabited its shores. After this sighting, human use of 

Little Cayman did not begin until well over a century later. 

From at least the 1660s, English ships and their crew began making seasonal use 

of Little Cayman's waters, drawn by the abundance of sea turtles that could be 

harvested and provisioned for travel between Jamaica and other Caribbean ports. 

This seasonal, extractive presence, rather than settlement, characterised the 

island's use for roughly a century and a half; turtling crews came and went 

without establishing permanent communities, and the island remained otherwise 

largely uninhabited. 

Permanent settlement did not occur until 1833, when several families relocated 

from Grand Cayman and founded Blossom Village on the island's southern shore, 

at South Hole Sound; the same area that remains the administrative and town 

centre of Little Cayman today. In 1885, the Carib Guano Company began mining 

phosphate deposits on the island, formed over millennia from the accumulated 

droppings of seabird colonies and later recognised as a valuable component of 

agricultural fertilizer. The phosphate trade brought a period of modest prosperity, 

from roughly 1885 to 1915, during which several hundred residents lived on the 

island, supporting themselves through phosphate export. A commercial coconut 

plantation began in earnest around 1913, alongside the production of goods (e.g., 

rope, baskets, whompers aka sandals or flip flops, etc.) made from the endemic 

Silver Thatch Palm (Coccothrinax proctorii - the Cayman Islands' national tree). 

The defining event of twentieth-century Little Cayman history came in 

November 1932, when a major hurricane swept across the western Caribbean and 

struck the Sister Islands (Little Cayman and Cayman Brac) with catastrophic 

force, causing the greatest natural disaster in the islands’ recorded history. 

Cayman Brac bore the heaviest loss of life, but Little Cayman's small population, 

its plantations, and homes were also devastated. In the storm's aftermath, many 

surviving families had to abandon the island and relocate to Cayman Brac or 

Grand Cayman. By the 1950s, Little Cayman's population had fallen to a mere 

handful of residents, commonly cited as around a dozen people; making it one of 

the least inhabited islands in the Caribbean for much of the mid-twentieth 

century. 

Recovery for Little Cayman came slowly and took a markedly different turn from 

the island's earlier plantation economy. In 1958, the Southern Cross Club opened 

along the shore of South Hole Sound, marking the beginning of organised 

tourism. This resort centred on sport fishing and laid the groundwork for the 

small-scale, nature and diving-based tourism model that continues to define the 

island's economy today. In 1962, a short grass runway was financed by the 

Southern Cross Club to support early tourism, but was built on resident-owned 

land in Blossom Village by local workers. At this time Little Cayman still held 

very few permanent residents, and the sea around its shores easily nourished 

those who did venture over from Grand Cayman or Cayman Brac. Fresh water 
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was usually the limiting factor when staying on the island. Development 

remained gradual for decades, with electricity and telephone services not 

reaching the island until the 1980s; and even then, first as generators (utility land 

lines weren’t installed until 1994). Since that time, Little Cayman has, by design 

and by circumstance, avoided the large-scale resort development seen elsewhere 

across the Caribbean. 

Formal conservation stewardship on the island developed steadily from the late 

1980s onward. Starting with the creation of the Cayman Islands Marine Parks 

(established in 1986 by the CIG and Department of Environment (DoE)), the 

second marine park system in the Caribbean Sea. These parks included Little 

Cayman’s now famous Bloody Bay Marine Reserve and Preston Bay Marine 

Reserve, which are celebrating their 40th anniversary of conservation and 

preservation this year, in 2026. Over the next several decades, Little Cayman’s 

SCUBA diving industry expanded around the international reputation of the 

Bloody Bay Wall (a world-famous section of near-vertical coral reef along Little 

Cayman’s northern shelf, featuring colourful coral assemblages and diverse reef 

fish populations), supporting three dedicated dive resorts rather than the larger 

hotel development seen across other dive destinations throughout the Caribbean; 

cementing an economic model built around low-impact, nature-focused, limited 

visitation. In 2021, as a prepared response to an increasing local population, 

changing pressures on the marine environment, and the growing international 

reputation of the Cayman Islands coral reef ecosystems (specifically the Bloody 

Bay Wall) the CIG, DoE, and National Conservation Council (NCC) 

implemented the Marine Parks Enhancement Act. This enhancement increased 

74.08% of Little Cayman surrounding waters (20.51km2) to protected area status, 

with 57.5% of those areas being no-take zones; bringing Little Cayman’s total 

protected Marine Protected Area coverage to 23.16% (6.67km2 - including 

overlap), a significant contribution to the global commitment of 30x30. 

Today, Little Cayman's permanent population remains under 200 residents, most 

of them connected in some way to SCUBA diving, fishing, or conservation-

related tourism. There is one road circumnavigating the island (only part of 

which is paved) connecting the island’s one small grocery store, post-office, bank 

(open 3 days per week for half day), health clinic, school (currently not in service 

as there are no children on the island), a non-profit research centre (The Central 

Caribbean Marine Institute (CCMI)), a bar, a café, and three small resorts (two 

with public restaurants) totalling 64 rooms. The CI DoE which has responsibility 

for conservation of native habitats and species, including enforcement of the 

protected area and other conservation provisions under the NCA, has had a 

dedicated building and one staff member on Little Cayman for almost 20 years. 

Little Cayman’s roadmap of human influence has been a relatively short 

(historically), but unusual economic trajectory of seasonal use to brief settlement. 

The island's short-lived extractive economy to near-total depopulation after a 

catastrophic storm, followed by a slow, deliberately limited redevelopment 

around nature tourism, has left the island comparatively free of: large-scale 

coastal development, land reclamation, and infrastructure pressure. Challenges 

experienced by many other Caribbean islands with similar accessibility. The 

island's history is, in this sense, inseparable from its natural condition; it is 

precisely because Little Cayman has been so sparsely settled for a relatively short 

time, that its seagrass meadows, nearshore patch reefs, and reef walls survive 

today in a state of relative intactness, compared to other marine ecosystems 

around the Caribbean. This high level of ecosystem integrity within a marine 
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environment accompanied by sustainable economic use and conservation based 

management efforts, is something that is unmatched elsewhere in the region. 

Geographic Setting 

The three Cayman Islands are a UKOT situated in the northwest Caribbean Sea. 

Measuring roughly 16km long and 1.6km wide, Little Cayman has an area of 

28.80km2 and sits 130km northeast of Grand Cayman and 8km west of its sister 

island, Cayman Brac. This remoteness places Little Cayman among the more 

isolated inhabited landmasses in the wider Caribbean Sea. It is separated from its 

nearer larger landmasses, Cuba to the north and Jamaica to the southeast, by 

open, deep-water passages. This isolation has historically limited the arrival of 

terrestrial colonizing species, while leaving marine larvae and pelagic species 

free to disperse along regional current systems. This dual condition (terrestrial 

isolation paired with marine connectivity) is central to the island's OUV, 

producing a landscape where endemism on land and brackish water areas coexist 

with thriving shallow reef and pelagic communities that are integrated into basin-

wide oceanographic processes. 

Within a few hundred metres of the shoreline, the benthic habitat (ocean floor) 

plunges to depths of 2,000m and further into the depths of the Cayman Trench 

(7,686m); meaning that, ecologically, Little Cayman ‘behaves’ like an isolated 

seamount rather than a continental shelf island. Similar to seamounts, the island 

has unique benthic faunal assemblages, kept in a better state of health than most 

continental shelf islands due to the frequent upwelling of cool nutrient rich water. 

This abrupt bathymetric transition has, over evolutionary time, helped shape the 

marine ecology of Little Cayman, allowing for native species (e.g., Nassau 

Grouper (Epinelphelus striatus) - IUCN Critically Endangered, Hawksbill Sea 

Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata)  - IUCN Critically Endangered, Pillar Coral 

(Dendrogyra cylindrus) - IUCN Critically Endangered, etc.) to thrive, IUCN 

Red-listed species to persist, and regionally/culturally important species (such as 

the Nassau Grouper) to recover.  

Geology 

Little Cayman, together with Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac, form the exposed 

crest of the Cayman Ridge; a submarine mountain range extending west-

southwest from the Sierra Maestra mountains of Cuba. The Cayman Islands 

chain represents the only shallow ‘platform’ portions of this ridge that breach the 

sea surface, with the bulk of the mountain range remaining submerged. 

Immediately south of the Cayman Ridge lies the Cayman Trench, boasting the 

deepest point in the Caribbean Sea (7,686m) and the location of the world's 

deepest known hydrothermal vents (Connelly et al. 2012). The trench formed 

along an active spreading centre and transform fault system, and lies between the 

North American tectonic plate and the Caribbean tectonic plate. The proximity of 

the Cayman Trench to Little Cayman is significant; the same tectonic forces that 

opened the trench through seafloor spreading, also uplifted the limestone 

platform on which the island stands; and the depth of the trench continues to 

shape the deep-water circulation and nutrient flow immediately offshore through 

upwelling. The relationship between an actively spreading deep-ocean trench and 

a small emergent carbonate island in such close proximity, is itself an unusual 

geological pairing. It is even more rare that this regionally unique geologic 

formation be found alongside the healthy coral reef ecosystem development seen 

on the shelf of Little Cayman. 
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The island itself is composed almost entirely of Cenozoic era limestone, a 

sedimentary rock of mostly calcium carbonate compacted marine fossils. 

Geological mapping of Little Cayman distinguishes two principal formations: the 

older Bluff limestone, a hard, recrystallised, and often deeply karstified rock 

forming a low, jagged, pitted surface across much of the eastern two-thirds of the 

island; and the younger Ironshore formation, a more recent reef and shoreline 

limestone that fringes the coast and dominates the western end (Jones 2022). The 

Ironshore formation is differentiated into several depositional facies: reef, back-

reef, lagoonal, shoal, and beach-ridge; reflecting a shoreline that has repeatedly 

built up through former reef growth and sea-level fluctuation during the 

Pleistocene. Due to the entirety of the island being porous carbonate rock, Little 

Cayman has no permanent, surface freshwater sources; rainfall percolates 

through the permeable limestone, feeding shallow freshwater lenses dotted across 

the inland areas of the island and a series of brackish interior ponds. 

Little Cayman is also remarkably flat, reaching a maximum elevation of only 

about 12m above sea level (Sparrowhawk Hill, NTCI protected property), 

making it the flattest of the three Cayman Islands. This low relief, combined with 

its narrow width, means that nearly the entire island lies within the zone of 

influence of coastal processes, connecting its terrestrial ecosystems closely to the 

surrounding marine environment. 

 

Marine Environment 

The waters surrounding Little Cayman are shaped by the broader circulation of 

the northwest Caribbean, where the westward-flowing Caribbean Current 

interacts with the Cayman Ridge and the deep basin of the Cayman Trench. 

These currents sweep past the island's shores, delivering clear, warm water that 

favours coral growth over algal dominance and helps explain the exceptional 

visibility for which Little Cayman's dive sites are internationally known. 

Fringing the island almost continuously, and running parallel to long stretches of 

the northern, western, and southern shorelines, is one of the most celebrated coral 

reef systems in the western hemisphere. Highlighted along Little Cayman’s 

north-central coast by the Bloody Bay Wall within the Bloody Bay Marine 

Reserve, here the shallow reef terrace ends abruptly, as shallow as 5.4m, in a 

near-vertical underwater cliff. This ‘Wall’ begins as hardbottom habitat in 5.4-

10m and drops abruptly into water far beyond recreational SCUBA diving limits; 

with the seafloor descending to well over 2,000m within a short distance (100-

200m) from the shore. Around Little Cayman the ‘Wall’ is a 

granodiorite/limestone shelf capped by extensive coral reef; this structure 

includes vertical faces, swim-through tunnels, wave cuts, sand chutes, and 

amphitheatre-like caves. From this seaward coral reef wall, the benthos 

transitions to hardbottom and sand habitat, shallow patch reefs, spur and groove 

reef formations, and seagrass meadows before reaching the shore. Comparable 

wall formations continue around the island's western end and along much of the 

southern shore, together forming a largely unbroken and ecologically intact fore-

reef system. MPAs overlay 74.9% of Little Cayman’s narrow coastal shelf, 

including the wall (15.91km2), with 57.5% of that area being in no-take zones. 

These MPAs are large and closely connected, safeguarding not only the ‘Wall’, 

but the full mosaic of interconnected habitats: fringing and patch reefs, seagrass 

lagoons, and sand flats; that depend on one another ecologically. These shallower 

habitats function as important nursery grounds for reef fishes, invertebrates and 

elasmobranchs; forming an ecological continuum with the deeper wall rather than 
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a separate system. This intact ecosystem connectivity (increasingly rare in the 

Caribbean) is another defining attribute of Little Cayman and underpins the 

argument for OUV under the natural criteria addressed elsewhere in this 

assessment. 

 

2.b Status of the 

research and 

historical 

documentation 

related to the 

nominated 

property  

The earliest known scientific studies on Little Cayman were undertaken in the 

1880s by Samiel Garman and C.J. Maynard documenting terrestrial fauna. Since 

then, local entities, international universities, and NGOs continue to visit Little 

Cayman to conduct both marine and terrestrial research. Two main local entities 

study Little Cayman: the Cayman Islands DoE (Government) and the CCMI 

(NGO). Their research contributions have occurred since the 1980s (DoE) and 

1990s (CCMI). 

 

CCMI and their collaborators publish 5-10 papers annually: 

https://reefresearch.org/publications/ccmi-staff-and-collaborative-scientists/  

 

The DoE conducts annual surveys of Little Cayman, however much of this 

research exists as unpublished literature. The nomination team has access to this 

data and will undertake a full review, but for the purpose of the Preliminary 

Assessment it can be obtained from the DoE if required: www.doe.ky 

 

Selected references include: 

● Marine Protected Areas 

o Dromard, C., McCoy, C., and Turner, J.R. (2011) Measuring 

the Performance of Marine Protected Areas:  The Case of Little 

Cayman and Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands. Proceedings of the 

63rd Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute, 246-253 

www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-

science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2021.663856/full 

o McCoy, Croy. (2019) Cayman Islands Marine Protected Areas: 

Their Status, Effects and Future. 

www.academia.edu/110720482/Cayman_Islands_marine_protec

ted_areas_their_status_effects_and_future 

 

● Coral Reefs 

o CCMIs Annual Healthy Reef Report Cards: 

www.reefresearch.org/what-we-do/research/healthy-reefs/ 

o Andradi-Brown, D.A., Banaszak, A.T., Frazer, T.K., 

Gilchrist, H., Harborne, A.R., Head, C.E.I., Koldewey, H.J., 

Levy, E., Richards, K., Short, R., Sweet, M., Teleki, K., 

Voolstra, C.R., Wilson, B., Wood, E., Yarlett, R.T. and 

Curnick, D.J. (2020) Editorial: Coral Reefs in the 

Anthropocene - Reflecting on 20 Years of Reef Conservation UK. 

Frontiers in Marine Science, 7:364 

www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-

science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.00364/full 

 

● Marine Biodiversity 

o Brunt, M.A. and Davies, J.E. (1994) The Cayman Islands: 

Natural History and Biogeography. Springer. 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-94-011-0904-8 

https://reefresearch.org/publications/ccmi-staff-and-collaborative-scientists/
http://www.doe.ky/
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2021.663856/full
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2021.663856/full
http://www.academia.edu/110720482/Cayman_Islands_marine_protected_areas_their_status_effects_and_future
http://www.academia.edu/110720482/Cayman_Islands_marine_protected_areas_their_status_effects_and_future
http://www.reefresearch.org/what-we-do/research/healthy-reefs/
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.00364/full
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.00364/full
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-94-011-0904-8
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o .The Little Cayman Nassau Grouper spawning aggregation is 

well documented by the Reef Environmental Education 

Foundation (REEF) in collaboration with the DoE: 

www.reef.org/grouper-moon-project-publications 

o Blumenthal, J.M., Hardwick, J.L., Austin, T.J., Broderick, 

A.C., Chin, P., Collyer, L., Ebanks-Petrie, G., Grant, L., 

Lamb, L.D., Olynik, J., Omeyer, L.C.M., Prat-Varela, A. and 

Godley, B.J. (2021) Cayman Islands Sea Turtle Nesting 

Population Increases Over 22 Years of Monitoring. Frontiers of 

Marine Science 8:663856 

www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-

science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2021.663856/full 

 

● Geology 

o Jones, B. (2019) Diagenetic processes associated with 

unconformities in carbonate successions on isolated oceanic 

islands: Case study of the Pliocene to Pleistocene sequence, 

Little Cayman, British West Indies. Sedimentary Geology, Vol. 

386: 9-30 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S00370738

19300715  

o Jones, B. (2022) Geology of the Cayman Islands: Evolution of 

Complex Carbonate Successions on Isolated Oceanic Islands — 

book-length synthesis, Springer, including a dedicated 

chapter/section on Little Cayman's phosphates, karst, and 

stratigraphy. 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-08230-6 

 

 

2.c  

 Settings of the 

potential 

nominated 

property 

Little Cayman is the smallest (16km long and 1.6km wide) and least developed 

of the (three) Cayman Islands, it lies between Grand Cayman 138km to its 

southwest and Cayman Brac about 8km to the east. The Cayman Islands are a 

relatively remote island chain in the north-western Caribbean basin, with the 

nearest island nations being Cuba (315km northeast of Little Cayman) and 

Jamaica (261km southeast of Little Cayman). 

The Marine Protected Areas of Little Cayman occupy a distinctive physical and 

biogeographic setting that underpins their exceptional condition and ecological 

function. The island lies at the northwestern end of the Cayman Ridge, an 

isolated submarine mountain range rising from the floor of the Cayman Trench 

(the deepest point in the Caribbean Sea). This proximity to abyssal depths places 

the MPAs at the edge of a near-vertical drop-off, most dramatically expressed at 

the Bloody Bay Wall (within the Bloody Bay Marine Reserve), where the reef 

plunges from around 5.5m to over 2,000m within 100m of shore. This setting 

exposes the property to open-ocean currents largely unmediated by continental 

shelf processes, delivering nutrient flow and larval connectivity that sustain 

exceptionally high coral and fish diversity relative to the property's small size. 

The island’s isolation is a defining feature of its settings. Little Cayman sits over 

650km from the nearest continental landmass, with no major rivers or terrestrial 

runoff sources on the island itself. This isolation has kept sedimentation, nutrient 

loading, and eutrophication inputs to the surrounding waters at levels far below 

those typical of reef systems adjacent to populated coastlines or agricultural 

http://www.reef.org/grouper-moon-project-publications
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2021.663856/full
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2021.663856/full
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0037073819300715
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0037073819300715
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-08230-6
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watersheds. The result is a marine setting of unusually high water clarity and low 

anthropogenic stress, conditions increasingly rare in the wider Caribbean region. 

Human presence within and around the MPAs is minimal. Little Cayman's 

resident population is less than 200 people and the island has no significant 

industrial, agricultural, or large-scale tourism infrastructure. Commercial 

development is minimal and concentrated in Blossom Village near the airstrip 

and real estate development is sparse and spread out, leaving the majority of the 

coastline undeveloped. 

The MPAs also sit within local and institutional settings which reinforces their 

significance. They fall within the Cayman Islands' network of statutorily 

protected marine parks, administered under national conservation legislation 

(NCA 2013) and supported by local enforcement presence. Internationally, the 

surrounding waters have been recognized through designations including Mission 

Blue’s Hope Spot status, situating the property within global efforts to safeguard 

critical marine ecosystems. Regionally, the MPAs form part of the Mesoamerican 

and wider Caribbean reef mosaic, but are distinguished within that context by 

their comparative isolation from major shipping lanes and coastal development 

corridors. 

Taken together, the setting of Little Cayman's MPAs: geological isolation atop 

the Cayman Ridge, direct exposure to deep oceanic currents via the Cayman 

Trench, minimal terrestrial runoff, sparse human settlement, and a supportive 

framework (research, conservation, management, and enforcement) creates 

conditions that have allowed the property to retain a level of ecological integrity 

increasingly uncommon elsewhere in the Caribbean basin. 

 

3. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE POTENTIAL NOMINATED PROPERTY 

3.1.a  Global significance of 

the potential 

nominated property 

Little Cayman’s geographic isolation and limited human disturbance 

have enabled the preservation of exceptionally intact marine 

ecosystems that serve as a global benchmark for reef condition, 

ecological resilience, and adaptation to climate-driven threats. Little 

Cayman’s MPAs possess OUV fulfilling all four natural criteria of 

the World Heritage Convention, as outlined below:  

 

Under criterion (vii), the proposed site contains some of the most 

spectacular marine scenery in the Caribbean, centred on the world-

renowned Bloody Bay Wall. Beginning just 100m from shore, this 

near-vertical coral escarpment descends from shallow waters to 

abyssal depths, creating an extraordinary visual connection between 

coastal and oceanic ecosystems. The Wall supports over 500 fish 

species, diverse corals and invertebrates, including Queen Conch 

(Aliger gigas), and one of the few remaining viable spawning 

aggregations of Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus striatus) globally. Its 

scale, clarity, biodiversity, and dramatic topography create one of 

the most remarkable submarine landscapes on Earth. The seamless 

transition from shoreline habitats to the deep ocean produces 

seascapes of exceptional global significance that are unparalleled 

elsewhere in the Caribbean. 

Under criterion (viii), Little Cayman’s MPAs display ongoing 

geomorphic (e.g., coral reef accretion, sediment redistribution, 
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shoreline restructuring, etc.) and biogeological (e.g., bioerosion, reef 

building through coral and algal calcification, upwelling, etc.) 

processes, which are of OUV. These long-running processes through 

millennia are what underpin the natural beauty of Little Cayman 

MPAs, providing a foundation for ecosystem connectivity and 

allowing for abundant species assemblages which make the island so 

unique. The sheer ‘Wall’ is itself a living archive of reef accretion 

and carbonate-platform development, displaying the growth of the 

Cayman Ridge and the interplay of sea-level change, reef-building, 

and deep-water sedimentation that shapes such tropical island 

margins. 

Under criterion (ix), Little Cayman's MPAs exemplify ongoing 

coastal and marine ecological processes rarely seen across other 

Caribbean islands. The near-pristine Bloody Bay Wall and 

surrounding reef system demonstrate continuous reef accretion, 

bioerosion, and calcification cycles undisturbed by significant 

coastal development or land-based runoff. These MPAs also sustain 

one of the world’s last remaining (and one of its largest) Nassau 

Grouper (Epinephelus striatus) spawning aggregations, an 

ecological process now largely extirpated elsewhere in the 

Caribbean and greater Atlantic region. Connectivity between 

mangrove nurseries, seagrass flats, patch reefs, and the ‘Wall’ 

preserves natural larval dispersal and ontogenetic habitat shifts, 

illustrating unbroken ecological function from shoreline to deep 

wall. 

 

Under criterion (x), the network of MPAs provide habitat for 

globally significant biodiversity, including exceptionally diverse 

coral reef communities and numerous threatened species. These 

include Nassau Grouper, Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas), Hawksbill 

Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), Loggerhead Turtle (Caretta 

caretta), the ultra-rare Golden Hamlet (Hypoplectrus gummigutta), 

and the potentially endemic Cayman Bluespotted Variant of the 

Yellow Jawfish (Opistognathus cf. gilberti). The site is therefore of 

outstanding importance for in situ biodiversity conservation. Given 

the limited biological exploration of parts of the area, additional 

species of conservation significance are likely to be discovered, 

further strengthening its global value for science and conservation. 

UNESCO criterion  Why was this criterion chosen? (100 words max (each) 

(i) ☐       

(ii) ☐       

(iii) ☐       

(iv) ☐       

(v) ☐       
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(vi) ☐       

(vii) X Little Cayman’s MPAs contain superlative natural phenomena 

of exceptional aesthetic value, epitomised by the Bloody Bay 

Wall. A ‘Wall’ globally renowned for its dramatic transition 

from shallow reef to a near-vertical drop-off plunging hundreds 

of meters, framed by vibrant sponge and coral formations in 

extraordinary visibility. The property's healthy, densely 

populated coral reefs offer sublime beauty, with vivid coral 

cover, colorful reef fish, and thriving marine life rarely seen at 

this scale in the Caribbean today. A massive seasonal Nassau 

Grouper spawning aggregation adds a rare, awe-inspiring 

natural event to the seascape, combining visual grandeur with 

unspoiled marine wilderness.  

(viii) X Little Cayman crowns the Cayman Ridge, a submarine 

mountain range forming the northern boundary of the Cayman 

Trench (the deepest point in the Caribbean Sea), formed by 

tectonic activity along the Cayman Trough plate boundary. 

This profound isolation from continental landmasses has 

shaped the island's ancient limestone and Ironshore Formation, 

while the Bloody Bay Wall exposes a dramatic reef-to-abyssal 

transition. Geographic remoteness, combined with this rare 

confluence of shallow reef and oceanic environments, has 

driven the congregation of large species assemblages, making 

Little Cayman’s MPAs a unique biodiversity hotspot and an 

exceptional natural laboratory for ongoing geological and 

biological processes. 

(ix) X Little Cayman's MPAs exemplify ongoing coastal and marine 

ecological processes at a scale rare among Caribbean islands. 

The near-pristine Bloody Bay Wall and surrounding reef 

system demonstrates continuous reef accretion, bioerosion, and 

calcification cycles largely undisturbed by anthropogenic 

impacts. These MPAs also sustain one of the world’s last (and 

one of the world’s largest) remaining Nassau Grouper 

(Epinephelus striatus) spawning aggregations, an ecological 

process now largely extirpated elsewhere in the Caribbean 

region. Connectivity between fringing mangroves, seagrass 

flats, patch reefs, and the ‘Wall’ preserves natural larval 

dispersal and ontogenetic habitat shifts, illustrating unbroken 

ecological function from shoreline to deep wall.  

(x) X Little Cayman’s MPAs harbour exceptional biodiversity and 

offer critical habitat for many important IUCN-listed and/or 

native species, such as: the (potentially endemic) Cayman 

Bluespotted Variant of the Yellow Jawfish (Opistognathus cf. 

gilberti), the ultra-rare Golden Hamlet (Hypoplectrus 

gummigutta), and Pillar Coral (Dendrogyra cylindrus). Little 

Cayman’s surrounding coral reefs sustain healthy stony coral 

cover and diversity, varied fish assemblages, the largest Nassau 

Grouper spawning population in the world, and healthy 

populations of threatened (and locally protected) 

elasmobranchs and sea turtles. This combination of native 
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species assemblages and undisturbed biodiversity makes Little 

Cayman’s MPAs globally significant and worthy of UNESCO 

inscription. 

 

3.1.b Which World Heritage criteria could be relevant to justify the potential Outstanding 

Universal Value of the potential nominated property? [see Paragraph 77 of the Operational 

Guidelines]: 
 

 

 

(Tick the box corresponding to the proposed criteria and provide a brief explanation to justify the use of each, not 

exceeding 100 words per selected criteria.) 

3.2. Nomination Strategy 

3.2.a  Are you considering a 

potential serial 

nomination?  

 

Yes, the nomination strategy outlined within this Preliminary 

Assessment is a serial nomination. We are currently proposing Little 

Cayman’s (nine) Marine Protected Areas, which include coverage 

from the high water mark onshore, out to an in-water depth contour 

of 150ft. This is demonstrated in the attached map.  

 

However, as is set out elsewhere in this document, we would like to 

request feedback from UNESCO and the IUCN on a nomination 

strategy of best fit, as outlined below:  

 

a) The current Preliminary Assessment as it is outlined here 

with just Little Cayman’s MPAs; if it appears that suitable 

integrity and OUV can be achieved from within them; or  

 

b) A nomination including Little Cayman’s MPAs and 

Terrestrial Protected Areas (TPAs); or 

  

c) A nomination including Little Cayman’s MPAs, TPAs, 

and surrounding waters (unprotected areas between the 

current MPAs and a buffer extending from the 150ft depth 

contour out to 12nm (the Cayman Islands Territorial 

Waters); or 

 

d) All of Little Cayman as a World Heritage nomination 

from a whole island system approach. 

 

The rationale for the current nomination strategy, which includes 

only Little Cayman’s MPAs, is due to an ongoing dialogue 

regarding the nomination’s site boundary(ies). Stakeholders are 

committed to a World Heritage Site, however discussions continue 

on the boundary of the nomination itself. These MPAs are included 

due to the integrity of their attributes holding OUV while also 

already having legal protections and management strategies in place 

(or planned) which parallel the ideals set out by UNESCO for 

natural site considerations. Present day management of Little 

Cayman's MPAs will be detailed below, however generally it is 

    (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii) X  (viii) X (ix) X (x) X 
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organised through a partnership model combining a national 

government agency (the CIG), a statutory advisory council (the 

NCC), and a local research and monitoring institution (the DoE) 

underpinned by national legislation and reinforced by international 

designations. 

 

In addition to their individually important attributes, when these 

nine MPAs are considered collectively (in terms of ecological 

connectivity), they create a conservation network worthy of globally 

recognized OUV due to the beauty they contain, the unique geologic 

formations that created them, the ecosystems that are connected 

within them, and the rich biodiversity that they hold within their 

boundaries. This network supports the connectivity necessary for 

larval distribution, genetic diversity and ecosystem resilience. 

Bringing these areas together under one UNESCO World Heritage 

Site inscription will encourage a more strategic and collaborative 

national approach in order to best research, monitor, and manage 

these sites collectively into the future. This network management 

approach will be assisted by the CIG Development and Tourism 

Plans currently being updated, as well as complementary protected 

areas management plans and species conservation plans will need to 

be written in support of the UNESCO nomination. 

 

3.2.b  Are you considering a 

potential 

transboundary or 

transnational 

nomination? 

 

No 

3.2.c  Are you considering 

nominating the area as 

a Cultural Landscape?  

 

No 

 

4. INTEGRITY 

4.a  Inclusion of attributes in 

the potential nominated 

property 

We are nominating Little Cayman’s MPAs as a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site (WHS) for the OUV that these nine sites hold within 

their boundaries: 

 

● Bloody Bay Marine Reserve (BBMR): Within this MPA 

is the Bloody Bay Wall, a section of stunning coral reef 

starting at 5-6m in depth and dropping to 2,000+m; a sight 

like no other in the world, offering breathtaking OUV. 

This Wall and its adjoining reefs support substantial stony 

coral cover (13.4% compared to less than 10% as the 

Caribbean average, CCMI 2025), diverse sponge and 

gorgonian communities, and rich reef fish assemblages. 

The BBMR is also home to the only known pair of the 

Cayman Bluespotted variant of the Yellow Jawfish 
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(Opistognathus cf. gilberti) ever recorded (globally) by 

REEF. 

 

● Preston Bay Marine Reserve (PBMR): This MPA 

shares its eastern boundary with the Preston Bay Line 

Fishing Zone, in an effort to allow artisanal fisherman the 

benefit of spillover from the MPA into an area where 

extraction is limited to hook and line fishing only and size 

limits apply. 

 

● South Hole Sound Marine Reserve: This MPA is unique 

in that it surrounds Owen Island (a small, joint public and 

privately owned, uninhabited island off Little Cayman's 

southern coast) and blankets the majority of South Hole 

Sound out past the ‘Wall’. 

 

● East End Marine Reserve: The waters here are largely 

unexplored, however they are known to contain 

productive seagrass beds, beautiful nearshore patch reefs 

and coral heads, picturesque sandflats, biodiverse spur and 

groove coral reef formations, and reef walls. 

 

● No-Diving Overlay Zone: This zone protects the no-

fishing areas from the anthropogenic impacts of dive 

tourism and removes user conflict from the line fishing 

zone. 

 

● Southeast Spawning Aggregation Overlay Zone: A 

historic aggregation site for the Nassau Grouper 

(Epinephelus striatus) (Critically Endangered - IUCN). 

 

● Southwest Spawning Aggregation Overlay Zone: 

Home to the world’s largest spawning site of the 

regionally important Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus 

striatus) (Critically Endangered - IUCN). This area has 

been closed seasonally to in-water activities and 

studied/managed by the DoE for over 25 years; with 

numbers of Nassau Grouper increasing yearly as 

documented by the DoE and REEF. This SPAG has 

recovered from hosting only a few hundred Nassau 

Grouper, to over 8,000 individuals in recent years; a truly 

once in a lifetime (for most) sight to behold, full of 

ecological, conservation, and biodiversity OUV for a 

lucky few to witness. 

 

● Preston Bay Line Fishing Zone: Extraction is only 

allowed in this site by hook and line, this is done in an 

effort to reduce fishing pressure while still honouring 

local artisanal fishing. This Line Fishing Zone sits in 

South Hole Sound where it helps to protect one of Little 

Cayman’s largest populations of culturally important and 

CITES (Appendix 2) listed Queen Conch (Aliger gigas). 

 

● South Hole Sound West Line Fishing Zone: The 

shoreline here is lined with sandy beaches, rubble 
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outcrops, and fringing mangrove forests with the shallow 

water exposing a shallow reef crest at low tide; the narrow 

bay in this area is known to act as a pupping ground and 

nursery habitat for locally protected and IUCN-listed 

shark species (e.g., Lemon, Reef, Nurse, and 

Hammerhead). 

 

Compromised, Modified, or Lost Attributes 

 

A complete assessment acknowledges that Little Cayman's marine 

ecosystems have experienced measurable anthropogenically 

influenced impacts over time. Some examples are listed below:  

 

● Wild populations of sea turtles (Green, Loggerhead, and 

Hawksbill), though much reduced from pre-settlement 

levels, are all recovering from severe overfishing. Over 

twenty-five years of monitoring data collected by the DoE 

show a steadily increasing trend in numbers of all nesting 

sea turtles on Little Cayman’s beaches due to enhanced 

legal protections. 

 

● The Red Lionfish (Pterois volitans), native to the Indo-

Pacific and lacking natural Atlantic/Caribbean predators, 

were first spotted in Little Cayman waters in February 

2008. Since the first Red Lionfish was caught in Little 

Cayman in 2011, more than 10,000 lionfish have been 

removed from Cayman Islands waters through organized 

culling efforts, which continue today. 

 

● Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease (SCTLD) is a reef health 

problem spreading throughout the Caribbean. In 2025, 

SCTLD was discovered on the shallow reef system 

surrounding Little Cayman. The Cayman Islands DoE is 

actively monitoring the progression of this disease and 

have established coral nurseries to assist with potential 

future restoration efforts. 

 

These losses do not diminish the OUV of Little Cayman's MPAs; 

if anything, they clarify it. The island's remaining ecological 

integrity is now comparatively rarer precisely because similar 

systems elsewhere in the region have been more extensively 

altered. 

 

4.b  Conservation status of 

the attributes, and 

factors affecting the 

potential nominated 

property 

The MPAs of Little Cayman contain some key attributes which 

are included in this serial nomination, and are on the whole, in 

excellent condition; this reflects decades of low-impact land use 

combined with active management and well-enforced protection. 

This strong state of conservation is underpinned by a robust legal 

and institutional framework. The NCA (2013) and its Regulations, 

Directives, and Orders (preceded by the Marine Conservation 

Law, 1978) establish enforceable protections for the island's most 

sensitive habitats and species. Though enforcement capacity 

across the MPAs is constrained by limited patrol resources relative 

to the area and issues covered. 
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The NCA requires all entities to consult with the National 

Conservation Council (NCC) and the DoE before making any 

decision that could adversely impact the environment. This 

process provides opportunities for environmental review of 

proposed development projects (including Environmental Impact 

Assessments when required) and can require modification of 

activities that would otherwise have a negative effect on an 

adjoining protected area. This provides the necessary balance 

between economic progress and conservation management. Little 

Cayman's passionate population of fewer than 200 permanent 

residents, combined with this protective framework, has allowed 

the island to avoid the large-scale coastal construction, excessive 

dredging, and land reclamation projects seen on other Caribbean 

islands, preserving the ecological continuity that underpins its 

OUV. 

The Bloody Bay Wall and the coral reefs of Little Cayman remain 

among the healthiest in the Caribbean; with high stony coral cover 

(13.4% average, CCMI 2026), intact rugosity, and diverse sponge 

assemblages that compare favourably to regional baselines (10% 

stony coral cover on average). This condition has been sustained 

by the Marine Parks’ combination of no-take zones, overlapping 

no diving zones, and permanent mooring-buoy system, which 

have minimised anthropogenic damage and extractive pressure 

across the island since their establishment by the CIG in 1986. 

However, the marine areas remain vulnerable to the broader 

Caribbean-wide pressures of invasive species, stony coral tissue 

loss disease (SCTLD), coral bleaching, and increasingly frequent 

and intense hurricanes; the last three all linked to climate change 

and outside the direct control of local management. Although the 

DoE actively enforces conservation legislation on Little Cayman, 

enforcement capacity across the full reserve system is constrained 

by limited marine patrol resources relative to the area covered. 

Conservation and management efforts already in place include 

statutory protection and required consultations under the National 

Conservation Act, active enforcement and management by the 

DoE and NTCI, participation in the Mission Blue Hope Spot 

designation, and community-based volunteering initiatives, 

alongside the National Climate Change policy passed in 2024. 

Continued and expanded investment in enforcement capacity, 

invasive species control, and climate adaptation planning is 

already identified as necessary to sustain the current favorable 

conservation status of all component attributes over the long term. 

However, these efforts will be bolstered by a redesigned national 

Development Plan and new Tourism Management Plan both being 

allotted for completion and execution in 2026-2028. 

Taken together, Little Cayman's MPAs hold attributes which 

demonstrate not only a strong present-day state of conservation, 

but a proven capacity for resilience and active recovery. Attributes 

such as a measurably stable and healthy reef with above average 

(regionally) stony coral cover, increasing numbers at grouper 

aggregations, and increasing marine turtle nesting populations all 

reflect effective, ongoing management rather than passive 



18 

protection. This trajectory provides strong evidence that the 

island's OUV is being actively safeguarded and is well-positioned 

to be maintained under continued legal protection and 

conservation management. 

 

 

5. AUTHENTICITY [for potential properties proposed under criteria (i) to (vi) only] 

5.a  Attributes and Information 

sources 
N/A 

5.b  Changes to the relevant 

attributes 
N/A 

 

6. FRAMEWORK FOR COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

6.a  Approach proposed to 

comparative analysis 

The comparative analysis for a serial nomination of Little 

Cayman's MPAs for OUV is structured around three organizing 

dimensions: a biogeographic framework, a geo-cultural context, 

and a global comparison amongst sites of similar criterion. 

Together, these dimensions identify the most relevant 

comparator properties for both inscribed World Heritage sites 

and sites on the Tentative List, against which Little Cayman's 

qualifying criteria (vii, viii, ix, x) can be meaningfully assessed. 

Biogeographic Framework 

The comparative unit progresses through a wider to narrower 

scope, beginning globally, then across the Americas 

biogeographic realm, and eventually the Caribbean 

biogeographic region. Within the Caribbean region, 

comparators are further narrowed by shared ecological drivers 

relevant to Little Cayman's candidacy: oceanic island isolation, 

unique geologic formation, and the presence of well-developed 

fringing/spur and groove and/or patch reef to reef Wall system 

along tectonically active submarine escarpments such as the 

Cayman Trench. Sites sharing these drivers (rather than simply 

sharing a regional label) form the most defensible comparator 

set. 

Geo-Cultural Context 

A secondary comparative framework addresses the geopolitical 

and administrative context in which Little Cayman, Cayman 

Islands sits: a UKOT, geopolitically similar to Bermuda, the 

Turks and Caicos Islands, and the British Virgin Islands. This 

context matters for comparative analysis because UKOTs and 

equivalent dependent territories often share legislative heritage, 

small-island governance capacity constraints, and 

underrepresentation on the World Heritage List relative to their 

ecological significance. Comparing Little Cayman against other 

UKOT and Sub-National Island Jurisdictions (SNIJ) properties, 

whether inscribed or tentative, allows the assessment to 

demonstrate not only ecological distinctiveness, but also the 
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property's role in addressing a recognized representational gap 

in the World Heritage List. 

Natural versus other Natural and/or Mixed Sites 

Little Cayman's WHS candidacy rests entirely on natural 

criteria, therefore comparative analysis is restricted to other 

natural properties; mixed and cultural sites, even within the 

Caribbean region, fall outside the relevant comparator pool. 

Natural WHS’s for comparison will be evaluated based on the 

following criteria: 1) Is this an island with coral reefs?; 2) How 

was this island geomorphologically formed?; and 3) Do they 

meet all four natural site criteria? Further comparative factors 

will be detailed within each of these points. 

Comparative factors by Criterion 

Our approach is to consider each of the four proposed natural 

criteria in turn. Using this approach, the comparative analysis 

considers a distinct set of factors: 

● Criterion (vii): superlative natural phenomena and 

exceptional natural beauty. Comparators are assessed on 

the basis of coral reef splendour, particularly wall 

formations comparable to the Bloody Bay Wall. The 

key comparative question is whether other candidate 

sites offer an equivalent combination of dramatic 

marine topography and a largely undisturbed, 

biodiverse coral reef scenery within a compact network 

of components. 

 

● Criterion (viii): geological processes and unique facies. 

Comparators are evaluated for their representation of 

oceanic ridge and trench-associated island formation, 

including the degree to which the property illustrates 

tectonic processes. Little Cayman's position on the 

Cayman Ridge, north of the Cayman Trench (the 

deepest point in the Caribbean), is a distinguishing 

factor against comparators lacking this direct 

geophysical association. Comparators will also be 

evaluated on their coral reef ecosystem formations (e.g., 

Do they have a ‘Wall’? Do they have spur and groove 

reef formation? Are there healthy near shore patch 

reefs? etc.) 

 

● Criterion (ix): ecological and biological processes. 

This factor considers the extent to which isolation has 

driven ongoing speciation, adaptation, and ecosystem-

level processes (e.g., coral reef accretion along a depth 

gradient, nutrient exchange, larval distribution, etc.). 

Comparators are assessed on whether their processes 

are similarly active and observable, rather than historic 

or inferred. 

 

● Criterion (x): biodiversity and threatened species. This 

factor centres on unique species assemblages, the 
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presence of globally significant populations of 

threatened species (such as the three species of Sea 

Turtle which nest on Little Cayman’s beaches and the 

Nassau Grouper which spawn on the islands reefs once 

annually) and the degree of habitat intactness. 

Comparators are weighed on both the rarity of their 

endemic taxa and the conservation status of the present 

populations, since a property with high endemism but 

degraded habitat carries different comparative weight 

than one with intact ecosystems supporting resilient 

populations. 

In applying these three frameworks together, the comparative 

analysis proceeds by first narrowing the global set of natural 

World Heritage sites (primarily small islands with coral reefs) 

and Tentative List properties to those sharing Caribbean 

biogeography (i.e., a deep reef wall, important speciation, 

small-scale connectivity, etc.) and geo-cultural context (i.e., 

UKOTs or SNIJs) before assessing remaining comparators 

against the specific evidentiary demands of criteria vii, viii, ix, 

and x individually. This layered approach avoids superficial 

comparison based solely on regional proximity, instead 

grounding Little Cayman's OUV claim in a defensible set of 

ecologically and geologically comparable properties, while 

explicitly stating the representational gap that the property's 

inscription would help address on the current World Heritage 

List. 

6.b  Comparison with other 

similar properties or 

sites 

Inscribed World Heritage Properties 

 

The Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System (Belize, inscribed 

1996, criteria vii/ix/x) is the most directly relevant Caribbean 

reef comparator. As a 300-kilometre section of the 

Mesoamerican Barrier Reef, it is the second-largest reef system 

in the world and the largest in the Northern Hemisphere. A 

seven-site serial inscription (compared to the nine-site serial 

nomination we are seeking) illustrates fringing, barrier, and atoll 

reef types with exceptional aesthetic contrast between mangrove 

islands, sand cays, and open ocean. Little Cayman’s MPAs 

differ in their reef formation as they represent an oceanic 

platform atop a submerged mountain range, rather than a shelf-

based barrier/atoll system. This is a structurally distinct 

phenomenon not represented in Belize's serial site inscription. 

Little Cayman’s bid also prioritizes OUV due to the presence of 

its near-vertical coral reef ‘Wall’, an attribute that the Belize 

Barrier Reef Reserve lacks. Belize also lacks a criterion (viii) 

claim, leaving a gap in Caribbean representation for reefs 

associated with geologic/tectonic processes, which Little 

Cayman's nomination would address. 

 

The Galápagos Islands (Ecuador, inscribed 1978, criteria 

vii/viii/ix/x) is the key global comparator for a natural site 

claiming all four criteria jointly. Its criterion (viii) case rests on 

the archipelago's origin at the junction of three tectonic plates 

and its ongoing volcanic and seismic activity. For Little 
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Cayman’s MPA nomination, the geologic narrative is 

structurally analogous, but distinct in mechanism; rather than 

volcanic hotspot activity, its criterion (viii) case would rest on 

uplift generated by friction along the Cayman Ridge. This 

distinguishes Little Cayman's tectonic history from that of the 

Galápagos’ (hotspot volcanism), while situating both within a 

shared category of oceanic-plate-boundary island formation. 

While the Galápagos’ meets the integrity for all four natural 

criterion, similar to what the Little Cayman MPA nomination is 

attempting to do; the key attributes of each site are very 

different, primarily the presence of a healthy coral reef within 

the MPA’s surrounding the island of Little Cayman, while the 

Galápagos’ has no reef attribute. 

 

The Aldabra Atoll (Seychelles, inscribed 1982, criteria vii/ix) 

and East Rennell Island (Solomon Islands, 1998, criterion ix) 

are useful structural comparators as raised/uplifted coral 

limestone islands with minimal human disturbance. Aldabra's 

criterion (ix) case rests on an ancient coral reef system, roughly 

125,000 years old, repeatedly raised above sea level; while East 

Rennell's uplift resulted from tectonic movement along a 

convergent plate boundary raising the seabed high enough for 

coral reef development (now the world's largest uplifted coral 

atoll). Little Cayman’s MPAs share the broad category of 

tectonically-uplifted limestone island geology with both, but 

differ in plate-boundary mechanism and in retaining an actively 

functioning fringing/patch reef to wall coral reef ecosystem. 

 

Tentative List 

 

The Ciénaga de Zapata National Park and Speleological-

Lacustrine System (Cuba), currently on Cuba's Tentative List 

under criteria (viii), (ix), and (x), offers a closer and more 

current regional comparator than any UKOT property. Zapata's 

OUV case rests on a vast, low-lying wetland-karst mosaic 

(mangroves, marsh grasslands, lacustrine cave systems) on a 

large continental-shelf island. Little Cayman's nomination rests 

on a small, isolated oceanic island where karst geology 

manifests as an elevated terrestrial platform dropping directly 

into a near-vertical coral reef wall at the edge of the Cayman 

Trench. Both properties draw on overlapping criteria, but the 

underlying geomorphological processes and scale (wetland-

dominated versus wall-and-ridge dominated) differ enough to 

support Little Cayman's case as a distinct contribution rather 

than a duplication of Cuba's pending nomination. 

 

In 2011 the Kingdom of the Netherlands submitted a natural site 

nomination to the Tentative List for Bonaire’s Marine Park 

under criteria (vii) and (ix). Bonaire’s Marine Park represents a 

long-established, highly accessible model, with coral reefs 

noted as among the least degraded in the region (prior to the 

establishment of Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease (SCTLD) on 

their reefs in 2022). This nomination is strictly for Bonaire’s 

Marine Parks (similar to this Preliminary Assessment for Little 

Cayman’s serial nomination of its MPAs) featuring exceptional 
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natural integrity for the beauty and connectivity of their coral 

reefs, seagrass meadows, and mangrove forests. However, due 

to the difference in scale and development on land, the island of 

Bonaire and the nomination of Little Cayman to the Tentative 

List are quite different. Little Cayman’s MPAs benefit from 

extreme isolation and very low anthropogenic impacts, 

preserving its unique coral reef ‘Wall’, critically endangered 

species, and pristine marine geologic processes.  

 

The Apo Reef Natural Park is the second largest contiguous 

coral reef in the world and the largest in the Philippines. This 

three-island site was submitted to the Tentative List in 2006 

under criteria (vii), (ix), and (x). Interestingly the attributes 

which relate this site to Little Cayman’s MPAs are the geologic 

processes by which the islands were formed and their healthy, 

biodiverse reefs. Apo Reef is the largest atoll-like reef in the 

Philippines and is a submerged platform, with a high diversity 

of corals and a densely forested terrestrial landscape with very 

limited development. However, in contrast, Little Cayman’s 

MPAs boast a greater variation in species assemblages (more 

protected, listed, and native species), reef walls, and a richer 

assemblage of connected ecosystems.  

 

Across all three examples, the pattern that emerges is one of 

partial overlap in reef health, but no single comparator can 

compete with Little Cayman's MPA’s, with their specific unique 

geologic formation, tightly integrated biomes of trench to 

adjacent reef wall, and small single-jurisdiction manageability; 

supporting the case that Little Cayman's overall attribute 

combination is not duplicated elsewhere in the region. 

 

Comparative Summary 

 

For the full nomination dossier, we will go into more depth of 

analysis with these and other sites, but it is important to 

emphasize that Little Cayman's attributes hold the 

distinguishing combination of: 

 

1. An intact, healthy, oceanic wall reef; 

2. A tectonically uplifted limestone island platform 

illustrating plate-boundary processes; and 

3. A largely untouched marine ecosystem supporting 

concentrated single-island native speciation, all of 

which together is not matched in full by any single 

existing comparator. 

 

6.c  Selection of component 

parts for potential serial 

nominated properties 

The nomination strategy outlined within this Preliminary 

Assessment for Little Cayman is defined as a serial arrangement 

of component parts rather than the island as a whole, reflecting 

a selection methodology grounded in ecological connectivity, 

legal protection status, and demonstrated contribution to the 

property's Outstanding Universal Value. As has been indicated 

in the Preliminary Assessment in earlier sections, we are 

seeking advice from UNESCO/IUCN on whether this serial 
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nomination strategy is the best option for the island, or if a 

wider nomination strategy (outlined above in section 3.2 a.) 

would be best. 

 

Component parts were selected using three principal criteria:  

● First, existing legal designation: only areas already 

established as MPAs under Cayman Islands legislation 

were considered eligible, ensuring each component 

benefits from an enforceable national protection and 

management planning framework rather than relying 

solely on the general protections afforded to nature in 

the Cayman Islands.  

● Second, ecological integrity and representativeness: 

component parts were chosen to capture the full range 

of marine ecosystems that underpin the property's 

natural values, including: shallow patch reef and coral 

heads, fringing and wall reef systems, seagrass and 

mangrove habitats, and shallow hardbottom habitat and 

sand flats.  

● Third, functional connectivity: preference was given 

to areas whose boundaries preserve ecological linkages 

between marine systems, particularly nesting, foraging, 

and nursery habitats that depend on an unbroken 

transition from shoreline to reef. 

 

Taken together, the selected MPAs form a coherent serial 

property, with marine components protecting habitats from 

shore to shallow and deeper reef systems. This selection 

approach ensures the nominated components collectively, rather 

than individually, convey the full range of attributes necessary 

to justify Little Cayman's Outstanding Universal Value, while 

remaining anchored to Cayman Islands' existing legal and 

jurisdictional protected area framework. However, this serial 

nomination does not include all of Little Cayman’s waters or the 

wider terrestrial landscape that the island has to offer. If it were 

recommended to include the remainder of Little Cayman and its 

surrounding waters as a whole island bid, this would cease to be 

a serial nomination; advice we are open to receiving from 

UNESCO/IUCN.  
 

6.d  Gaps and 

underrepresented 

heritage on the World 

Heritage List 

Little Cayman would meaningfully address several well-

documented gaps in the World Heritage List's regional, 

thematic, and typological balance: 

The wider Caribbean basin is underrepresented relative to its 

marine biodiversity significance, with very few sites 

recognizing intact marine ecosystems. No existing Caribbean 

natural site combines a healthy fringing reef-wall system of 

Bloody Bay's sheerness and Little Cayman’s MPA network 

approach with several Critically Endangered (IUCN) native 

species of importance, including a globally important fish 

spawning aggregation site (Nassau Grouper - Epinephelus 

striatus) in one compact, functionally connected island system. 
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The List remains skewed toward cultural heritage globally, and 

this skew is even more pronounced within UK-associated 

properties specifically. Little Cayman would be nominated 

purely as a natural site, filling a distinct typological gap rather 

than competing within an already crowded cultural category. 

The UK and its territories currently hold 35 inscribed properties, 

the large majority of which being cultural (29 sites); with only 

five natural sites and one mixed site, and none of which 

currently represent a Caribbean or tropical marine ecosystem. 

The UK's most recent Tentative List (2023) names "Little 

Cayman Marine Parks and Protected Areas" as a natural site 

candidate alongside only one other natural site, the “East 

Atlantic Flyway - England East Coast Wetlands”, reflecting 

explicit government recognition that this gap exists and that 

Little Cayman is positioned to fill it. Inscription would give the 

UK its first Caribbean natural World Heritage property and only 

its third UKOT natural site, diversifying a portfolio still 

concentrated in cultural, temperate, and historic-urban contexts. 

Properties inscribed under all four natural criteria (vii-x) are 

rare. Global examples such as the Great Barrier Reef and the 

Galápagos Islands are typically large, well-resourced, already-

iconic properties, but with management challenges inherent to 

their size. Little Cayman's MPAs have a preliminary case for 

potentially satisfying all four criteria in a single, compact 

network of components, placing it among a small, distinguished 

group; while doing so at a scale and setting fundamentally 

different from these larger comparators. Little Cayman’s MPAs 

form a compact network, representative of a low-development 

Caribbean island with simpler management needs, rather than a 

continental reef system or archipelago. 

Taken together, the attributes within Little Cayman’s MPAs 

offer a rare convergence: a SNIJ property in an under-

represented Caribbean sea, presented as a natural rather than 

cultural nomination, filling a specific and publicly 

acknowledged UK/UKOT gap, with a credible case across all 

four natural criteria, and an existing management structure. Few 

candidate sites address this many recognized gaps 

simultaneously, strengthening the argument for its priority and 

timely consideration. 

 

7. PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 

7.a  Protection status 

The proposed attributes within Little Cayman's MPA’s are protected 

through a multi-layered framework of national legislation, sector-

specific regulation, and site-level designations. 

International and National Level Protections 

The primary legal instrument is the NCA, 2013 (Act 24 of 2013), 

which repealed and superseded the former Marine Conservation Law 

and now governs marine protection across the Cayman Islands, along 
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with Regulations, Directives, Orders and Guidance Notes made 

under the Act. The Act promotes biodiversity, conservation, and 

sustainable resource use; protects endangered, threatened, and 

endemic species and their habitats; and provides the legal 

mechanism for designating MPAs. It also gives domestic effect to 

the Cayman Islands' obligations under the Cartagena Convention's 

Protocol on Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife, the Convention 

on Wetlands, the Convention on Migratory Species, the Convention 

on Biological Diversity, and the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. Enforcement is strong: breaches of conservation 

regulations carry maximum penalties of CI$500,000, imprisonment 

of up to four years, and additional restitution. Management Plans and 

species conservation plans under the NCA 2013 will be updated or 

drafted for all of Little Cayman's MPAs and species of importance, 

in preparation for submission with the nomination dossier (should 

the Little Cayman bid be invited to submit one). Any plans drafted 

under the NCA 2013 carry the laws maximum penalties and are, by 

law and convention, informed by public and stakeholder consultation 

before enactment. 

Local Protections 

Nearly 75% of Little Cayman's surrounding waters are already 

protected under the National Conservation (Marine Park) 

Regulations, which restrict anchoring, fish feeding, and extractive 

activity. The Bloody Bay Marine Reserve also has special 

management protocols in regulations under the NCA (carried 

forward from the old Marine Conservation legislation which has now 

been discontinued), related to the number of vessels and divers who 

may use it at any one time in order to minimise direct human contact 

with the sensitive reef system. 

Summary 

Together, these instruments provide overlapping protection across 

both attribute categories relevant to this nomination: marine habitats 

(Bloody Bay Marine Reserve and reserve zones under the NCA 

2013) and species-specific (Nassau Grouper, under the NCA 2013). 

Little Cayman is currently not included in the Cayman Islands 

Development Plan, however updating this Plan to include and 

prioritise Little Cayman is something that the current government is 

working towards with a draft due for completion in 2026-2028 (in 

support of the UNESCO bid). 

7.b  Management status 

 

Management of Little Cayman's protected attributes is organised 

through a partnership model combining a national government 

agency (the CIG), a statutory advisory council (The NCC), and a 

locally rooted research and conservation organization (The DoE) 

underpinned by national legislation and reinforced by international 

designations. 

The NCA 2013, gives the DoE primary responsibility for the 

conservation and management of native species and habitats, 

including enforcement of legislation, with policy guidance provided 
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by the NCC. The Department which derives its statutory powers 

through the NCA has 50 fulltime staff which includes one fulltime 

person on Little Cayman. These staff are grouped into functional 

units including a Conservation Enforcement Unit, Marine Resources 

Unit, Terrestrial Resources Unit, Environmental Management Unit, 

Legislation Implementation and Coordination Unit, and an 

Operations Section (handling infrastructure such as public moorings 

and marine park boundary markers). 

The NCA provides the DoE with the responsibility to enforce the 

provisions of the Act and subsidiary legislation. In practice, while it 

retains its policy advice and oversight role, the NCC has delegated 

its regulatory and designation decisions to the DoE as provided for 

under the NCA. Species-level protection is achieved through 

protected species designations and offences outlined in the 

legislation. Species conservation plans for animals such as the 

Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus striatus) and other wildlife under the 

NCA 2013, enhance species protections under the Act. The DoE 

already manages the NCA protected areas of Little Cayman and is 

adequately resourced by the CIG for its current role. 

Little Cayman's conservation status is reinforced by several 

international frameworks that sit alongside domestic law. The NCA 

2013 itself gives domestic effect to the Cayman Islands' obligations 

under the Cartagena Convention's Protocol on Specially Protected 

Areas and Wildlife (SPAW), the Convention on Migratory Species, 

the UN Framework for the Convention on Climate Change, and the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, embedding Little Cayman's 

management within a wider regional and global conservation 

architecture rather than a purely domestic one. 

Priorities centre on habitat and species protection, MPA compliance 

and enforcement, invasive species control (i.e. licensed lionfish 

culling), and ecological monitoring of habitats and species of interest 

(e.g., coral reefs, seagrass meadows, Nassau Groupers, Queen 

Conch, etc.). Capacity is genuine but constrained, as the DoE 

regularly fields specialised professional staff and dedicated Little 

Cayman management personnel, but consistent on-island delivery 

could improve. This model suits an island of fewer than 200 

residents, though enhanced permanent capacity and secured long-

term funding for specific goals would strengthen resilience and 

enforcement as management demands grow. 

Little Cayman is not covered by the Grand Cayman Development 

Plan and the National Tourism Management Plan is past its end date. 

Updating both of these Plans to include Little Cayman is something 

that the current government is prioritizing in 2026-2028, in support 

of the UNESCO bid. This gives us the confidence needed to submit 

this Preliminary Assessment, knowing that the development, tourism, 

and biodiversity conservation management for Little Cayman as a 

WHS will be in place regardless of the success of this nomination. 

7.c  Engagement of 

indigenous peoples 

and local communities 

The nomination of Little Cayman’s MPAs for UNESCO inscription 

as a World Heritage Site has been a community-led initiative from its 

outset, rather than a top-down government exercise. While the 

Cayman Islands has no Indigenous population in the formal 

UNESCO sense, the nomination process has placed sustained 
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emphasis on engaging the small, close-knit resident community of 

Little Cayman, alongside relevant government agencies, and other 

invested stakeholders, at every stage of preparation. The push for 

World Heritage status originated locally, championed by island 

residents and business owners with deep, long-standing ties to the 

community, rather than being imposed externally. This grassroots 

origin has shaped the tenor of the process: island residents have 

participated directly in shaping the scope and framing of the bid, 

including debates over which parts of the island's terrestrial and 

marine areas should be included given existing protections and 

zoning constraints. Government endorsement has followed, rather 

than preceded, community momentum: national leadership publicly 

recognized the nomination as a community achievement, crediting 

island residents and long-standing local advocates for the work 

already accomplished. The Cayman Islands DoE has played a central 

enabling role, working alongside the CCMI and community members 

to integrate decades of locally-generated ecological data, including 

long-term reef monitoring and species research, into the scientific 

case underpinning the nomination. This collaborative data collection 

model reflects genuine local investment in the outcome rather than 

externally-imposed research. This sequencing: community initiative 

first, formal government backing second, reinforces that engagement 

here has been substantive rather than symbolic. 

Transparency has been a defining feature of the process. 

Government-led public consultations, most notably through the 

PlanCayman Development Plan revision initiative, have engaged 

residents and stakeholders directly on questions of land use, zoning, 

and development that bear directly on the feasibility of extending the 

nomination beyond marine areas to terrestrial sites. Community 

meetings held on-island have brought residents, government 

officials, and bid organizers together to discuss consultation 

outcomes and gather local input on how development considerations 

intersect with conservation goals. The process has also been 

transparent at the national and international level. Placement on the 

UK's Tentative List followed the standard UK-wide public and 

expert consultation process open to all overseas territories, ensuring 

Little Cayman's serial nomination competed and was evaluated 

alongside other UK sites through a documented, publicly reported 

process. Ongoing coverage of the nomination in local media has kept 

the wider Cayman Islands public informed of milestones, creating 

further opportunities for scrutiny, feedback, and civic engagement as 

the Preliminary Assessment has developed. 

7.d  Additional key 

questions and issues 

A number of issues and key questions have surfaced in preparing this 

Preliminary Assessment: 

1. Little Cayman’s small geographic area, with tight links 

between land and sea biodiversity, coupled with its small 

population and limited economy make it more vulnerable 

than larger areas to the disruptive effects of even modest 

development. Regardless of the area nominated (the MPAs 

or a wider nomination strategy) a development plan for the 

island will be necessary to support a World Heritage 
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Nomination. This is well recognised and a dedicated island-

wide development and zoning plan is under active 

production, but still some way from finalisation. 

2. World Heritage status is likely to raise Little Cayman's 

international profile, which cuts two ways: it could support 

the conservation case and eco-tourism economy, but it also 

raises the risk of visitor pressure on a small, ecologically 

sensitive island with limited infrastructure to absorb it. 

Mitigating this will require forward planning on visitor 

management ahead of any formal listing decision. 

Fortunately, the National Tourism Management Plan is 

currently beginning its own updating process and will 

complement the development and conservation management 

planning that will all make up the final World Heritage 

submission. 

3. As a low-lying island in a hurricane-prone region, Little 

Cayman faces mounting threats from climate change related 

sea-level rise, increased storm intensity, and ocean chemistry 

changes (warming and acidification); all of which directly 

affect the attributes central to the integrity of criteria (vii), 

(viii), (ix), and (x). Thankfully, recent research shows a 

positive trend in shallow-water coral species beginning to 

use mesophotic reefs as a deep-sea refugia, allowing some 

reef species to manage their own resiliency. Additionally, the 

DoE with the assistance of external grant funding and 

technical guidance from international and regional experts, is 

simultaneously working on strategies to identify and 

selectively breed corals which exhibit greater tolerance and 

resilience to bleaching and diseases. Demonstrating this 

resiliency and adaptive capacity of the site's management 

framework in the face of global pressures, remains an 

evolving challenge rather than a solved problem. Moreover, 

the Cayman Islands have their National Climate Change 

Policy as a guide.  

4. This Preliminary Assessment presents Little Cayman’s 

MPAs as a serial nomination for assessment. However, a key 

question remains for UNESCO and IUCN guidance: would 

the nomination be stronger pursuing a wider approach or 

keeping the focus narrow in its current state; if the latter, will 

this Preliminary Assessment and subsequent Nomination 

Dossier still have enough integrity for each criteria to 

demonstrate OUV? After having presented relevant 

information and documentation in this Preliminary 

Assessment (section 3.2.a) which addresses four differing 

options, we would be grateful to receive any advice from 

UNESCO and the IUCN on these four different nomination 

strategies. 

These issues, alongside others, will be explored and presented in full 

with the final nomination dossier. 
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8. CONTACT INFORMATION OF RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES 

8.  Name and contact information 

of official local 

institution/agency/organization 

Department of Environment (DoE@gov.ky), Cayman Islands 

Government 

See Addendum for evidence of support 

Attn: Kathryn.Ebanks@gov.ky  

 

9. SIGNATURE 

9. Signature on behalf of the 

State Party 
 

Henry Reed 

Senior Policy Adviser - World Heritage 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

 

 

APPENDIX 

 
Component Name Region Coordinates 

1 Bloody Bay Marine Reserve Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

080° 

4.238' W 

19° 

41.309' 

N 

2 Southwest Spawning Aggregation 

Overlay Zone 

Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

080° 5.86' 

W 

19° 

39.392' 

N 

3 Preston Bay Marine Reserve Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

080° 2.92' 

W 

19° 

40.152' 

N 

4 South Hole Sound West Line Fishing 

Zone 

Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

079° 

57.57' W 

19° 

42.615' 

N 

5 South Hole Sound Marine Reserve Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

079° 

57.672' W 

19° 

41.799' 

N 

6 Charles Bight Line Fishing Zone Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

079° 

57.074' W 

19° 

41.828' 

N 

7 Southeast Spawning Aggregation 

Overlay Zone 

Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

080° 

7.087' W 

19° 

39.154' 

N 

8 East End Marine Reserve Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

079° 

59.395' W 

19° 

41.626' 

N 

9 No-Diving Overlay Zone Little Cayman Marine 

Protected Areas 

080° 

4.902' W 

19° 

39.359' 

N 
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