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Coastal Works Review CWL# 547  

Island Rum Holdings Ltd – Cabana  - 33E/150 
 

Project Proposal 

This review is provided by the Director of the Department of Environment (DoE) under delegated authority from the 
National Conservation Council (section 3(1) of the National Conservation Act, 2013).  

The applicant – Island Rum Holdings Ltd– is seeking permission to construct a cabana on an existing dock on Crown 
property adjacent to Block 33E Parcel 150, which is off Water Cay Road, North Side, Grand Cayman (see Figure 1) 
and appears to not currently have a street address.  

There is an existing, permitted dock but no cabana was ever approved at this location. Therefore, the current 
application is to build a new cabana on an existing dock (see Figure 2 and 3). The submitted plans indicate that the 
proposed cabana will be constructed on the T-ending of the dock. The cabana will measure 20 ft by 20 ft and will 
be supported by 6 in by 6 in Wood Posts fixed with bolts the existing dock deck with a 2 in by 4 in ledger using 
stainless steel tie straps and ½-inch expansion bolts. The cabana will have metal roofing.  

It is also noted from the plans and photos submitted that a section of Trex decking is missing from the dock at the 
shore terminal end that needs to be replaced (see Figure 4).  

The applicant has indicated that the works will affect 0 sq ft of Crown property. The cabana will affect 400 sq ft of 
Crown property, but this land is already occupied by the dock and no further direct impact to seabed will occur. 
However, there will be additional shading impacts to the surrounding seabed.  
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Figure 1: Aerial imagery showing the application site for the proposed cabana outlined in blue (Source: 
WorldView-3 & Maxar-Legion, 2025) 

  
Figure 2: Site plan of the proposed cabana (Source: CHP Drawing no. 2, December 2025)   
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Figure 3: Site plan of the proposed cabana  (Source: CHP Drawing no. 3, December 2025)   

Application History 

In early 2026, the applicant submitted a repair/rebuild application in order to repair the dock and add a cabana. A 
site visit confirmed that a dock was still present and only needed minor repairs. There was no cabana present on 
the dock. This was also confirmed by the application’s Drawing 1A as shown in Figure 4.    

A review of our records showed that we have no official record of a Coastal Works Permit having been issued for 
the original dock. In the 1971 aerial imagery, there is no dock present. In 1994 and in 2004 aerial imagery, an 8 ft by 
8 ft cabana is shown on the T-ending.  However, from 2013, the cabana is no longer shown on the end of the dock.  
Therefore, the dock is considered to be grandfathered in. While an 8 ft by 8 ft cabana has the potential to be 
considered grandfathered in, the applicant has applied for a larger cabana which is new and has never been 
constructed on the dock to our knowledge. Therefore, a new coastal works application was required.  
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Figure 4: Photos of existing doing showing the current condition of the dock and that no cabana is present 
(Source CHP, Drawing 1A, December 2025) 

Environmental Overview and Impacts 

Site Overview 

The site is located within a Marine Reserve (a Protected Area under the National Conservation Act)  

The environmental impacts of this project are limited as the cabana is being constructed on an already-existing 
dock. No additional impact on the seabed is proposed, and therefore the main concern is the additional shading 
caused by the cabana.  

Construction Impacts 

General Construction Impacts 

The construction of the proposed cabana on top of the existing dock is not expected to result in any direct impact 
on the seabed or the surrounding marine environment. The works should be undertaken entirely from the existing 
dock, and there is no expectation that any in-water activities will be required to facilitate the construction of the 
cabana. There may be indirect impacts from construction debris, waste materials or other contaminants entering 
the marine environment. Best management practices should be adhered to throughout the construction period to 
manage the indirect environmental impacts.   

For the section of the dock that needs the deck replaced at the shoreline, the impacts are also very minor as no piles 
will need to be replaced.  
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Shading Impacts 

A cabana would increase the amount of shading already created by the existing dock by blocking additional 
sunlight from reaching the seabed beneath the structure. While an uncovered dock casts shadows from its decking, 
some sunlight is still able to penetrate through the gaps or spacing between the boards. In contrast, a cabana with 
a solid roof as proposed would block a greater proportion of direct sunlight, resulting in an increase in permanent 
shading beneath the dock.  

The proposed cabana would therefore result in a small increase in permanent shading beneath the existing dock. 
However, as the cabana is to be constructed entirely withing the footprint of the existing dock, with no additional 
piles or increase in the size of the dock, any additional shading effects are expected to be localized and minor.  
Therefore, the Department considers that the proposed cabana is unlikely to result in significant adverse 
environmental impacts.  

Comments and Recommendations 

We have considered the environmental impacts associated with the proposed cabana above and on this basis, the 
Department recommends this application for approval subject to the standard Permit conditions and 
recommended Permit fees (Royalty, Environmental Mitigation and Administrations & Monitoring) outlined in 
Appendix 1. 

_______________________________________________ 

Director, Department of Environment  

 

 

  


